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to Inqutre by

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—STATE GARDENS
BOARD.

Appoiniment, Personnel, Finance.
Hen, W, J. MANN asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Was the State Gardens Board
appointed under Section 3 of the Parks
and Reserves Act, 18957 2, Tf so, when, and
who are the members? 3, Hes an aceonnt
of all moneys expended and received by the
board, as provided in Seetion 12 of the Aet,
been furnished to the Treasurer? 4, If so,
will the Minister lay on the Table such state-
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ments for each of the last five financial
years? 5, Does the Act empower the board
to horrow money without a guaraniee by the
Government? 6, What financial arrange-
ments hy way of bank overdraft exist be-
tween the board and any bank? 7, Have the
Government guaranteed such baok over-
draft? If so, to what amount? 8§, What is
the estimated cost of Yanchep Inn for—{a)
erection of building and egnveniences; (b)
furnishings and plant? 9, How were the
building and furnishing of Yanchep Inn
financed? 10, What amount has been ex-
pended for all purposes at Yanchep by the
board np to the 30th November, 1936% 11,
What other Government departments have
been utilised for effecting improvements at
Yanchep, and, if any, to what financial ex-
tent respectively? 12, In view of the suecess
attending the board in the development of
National Park and Yanchep, will the Gov-
ernment arrange for the board to undertake
tha furthe rdevelopmeni, from a tourist
viewpoint, of tonrist activities in other parts
of the State, particalarly Yallingup, Mar-
garet Hiver Caves, and the South-West and
Great Southern scenie distriets? 13, What
was the cost of printing and photography
gnpplied by the Government Printing Office
to the hoard—i{a) for the year ended the
30th June, 1936; (b) for the period between
the 1st July and the 30th November, 19369
14, Has the ecost of such serviees been paid
to the Government Printing Office; if nof,
why not? 15, Has the cost of any printing
and phetography executed by the Govern-
ment Printing Office for the bhoard been
debited on the hooks of the Government
Printing Office to the Premier’s Department;
if so, for what reason?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, On December 15, 1920. Mr. L. E,
Shapeott, Chairman, and Mr. C. G. Morris,
member. 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, The State
Gardens Board is primarily financed from
its own earnings. Banks have had sufficient
confidence to lend maoney to the State
Gardens Board without any Government
guarantee or speeial authority under the
Parks and Reserves Act, 1895. Times of
special stress also have been temporarily
al'eviated by personal assistance from the
chairman of the Board, without interest or
security. 6, A gentleman's agreement to
overdraw to the extent of £500. 7, No.
Banks have never sought, and would not ae-
cept a Government guarantee in a case of
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this nature. In any case the banks are not
unduly alarmed, as the debit against the
overdraft is nil. 8, £12,000; (a)} £10,000;
(h) £2000. 9, From the Board’s revenue
and by loan. 10, £25,740. 11, This is im-
possible to itemise, as the Government, per-
manent heads and professional officers,
though they cannot provide financial assist-
anee, are anxious to advance and popularise
all tourist resorts All moral support pos-
sible has been given and much private time
devoted by Government experts towards
furthering Yanchep’s progress. 12, This is
a mafter of policy which has not yet arisen.
13, It would be diffieult t o supply the data
as requested. Printing and photography
are performed without diserimination for
all State tourist resorts. In pursuance of this
policy the Government Photographer has
just completed a four weeks' publicity tour
of the Margaret and Yallinpup caves and
areas. In addition to the services rendered
by the Government Printing Office, much
tourist publicity is supplied by the Board’s
publicity officer who is paid, not by the Gov-
ernment, but by the Board.

QUESTION—GRASSHOPPER MENACE,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE (for Hon. G. B.
‘Wood) asked the Chief Secretary: In view
of the general uncertainty and uneasiness
among farmers of the eastern and north-
eastern wheat areas regarding the inereasing
grasshopper menace, will the Government
make an early announcement of their future
policy to deal with the pest, particularly on
abandoned Agricultural Bank holdings?

The CHIEPF SECRETARY replied: Very
earnest consideration is heing given to this
matter, but the Government arc not yef in a
position to make an announcement.

MOTION—MINES REGULATION ACT,
To Disallow Amendments to Regulation.

HON. €. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[4.36]: I move—

That the amendments to paragraphs (e} and
{e) of Regulation No. 4, made under the Mines
Regulation Act, 1906, as published in the *‘ Gov-
ernment Gazette’? on the 4th December, 1936,
and laid on the Table of the House on the 5th
December, 1336, he and are hereby disallowed,
I regret that the proposed amendments have
been tabled in this House and in another
place. Some years ago I had experience of
the ventilation of mines, and to-day I made
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it my business to gain up-to-date informa-
tion of the praetice, and I have been un-
able to satisfy myself that the miners are
exposed to the harm suggested by the amend-
ments. Apart from that, there is no fques-
tion that if the amendments are allowed,
mueh harm will be done to the mining in-
dustry of Western Australia, harm that will
probably prove irreparable. I need hardly
remind members that a huge primary in-
dustry is being revived and built up, that
vast numbers of men are being employed,
and that rieh towns, not very large at pre-
sent, are springing up. This is partly due
to the fact that during the last few years
the price of gold has inereased. A few
years ago the value of gold was in the viein-
ity of £4 2s. to £4 4s. an ounee. The im-
provement in the industry is chiefly due to
the result of greater experience and increased
knowledge enabling our mining experts and
engineers to treat ore of very low grade. Let
me refer fo an old mine that has lately been
taken over by a new company, the Biz Bell
mine. That mine is dealing with ore as low
in grade as 3% dwis. and is probably one
of the lowest-grade mines in the world that
is being operated as a deep mine. Only a
few years have elapsed sinee ore of a value
of eight to ten dwts. was practieally ignored.
Little attention was given to ore of that
value unless it could be mined very cheaply
and was a good free-milling ore. I do not
wish to delve deeply into the subjeet mat-
ter of the amendments. Briefly, as some of
the mines reach depth, some of the levels
become damp—as a rule they do not become
wet in this eountry—and the humidity in-
creases, and it is alleged that if the differ-
ence between the reading of the wet bulb
thermometer, which records the humidity,
and the reading of the dry bulb thermometer,
which vecords the ordinary temperatuve, does
not exceed 3 degrees Fahrenheit, that por-
tion of the mine is an unfit place for miners
to work in, that is, when the wet bulb shows
76 degrees Fahrenheit or more.

Houn. A. Thomson: Would not ventilation
improve that condition?

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: Yes. Mines
are heing improved constantly. The method
adopted in Western Australia and in other
parts of the world is to effect improvement
by ventilation, but to alter the system in
some of the mines, even in those most suit-
able to undergo alteration in respect to some
small portion, would oecupy something like
six months. Altered methods of mining, im-
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proved ventilation, and other artificial means
could canse the difference between the two
bulb readings to exceed 3 degrees Fahrenheit,
but would certainly inecrease costs to such
an extent as to be out of the question, be-
eause nearly all the mines are working on
a low margin of profit. Usually, the trouble
occurs in the deep levels. The major por-
tion of a mine would not be affected, and
. it would be qnite possible to work the un-
affected parts of the mine. That, however,
would be entirely uneconomic¢ mining, and
would increase costs. One does not need to
possess much knowledge of the mining in-
dustry to know that there are very few
mines in Western Australia that are pay-
ing good dividends, or, indeed, any divi-
dends at all. They are able to show a small
margin only by paying the very closest atten-
tion to eosts. That is necessary in all mines
where the grade of ore is Jow. For cach
mine an estimate is made of the probable
output and the estimated output nust be
maintained. A mine has to continue to work
to the full limit of its capacity, and if thai
falls, only one thing ean oceur—up go
the eosts, and that is the last burden any
mine in Western Australia can * hearn
When a mine is working efficiently and
well, efforts are always made to keep the
ore at a certain average value. If a por-
tion of the workings is closed down, and
drying eannot be done there, the ore ean-
not be mixed in the same way and the
valnes are not as consistent. In many
cases large sums of money have been spent
in opening up blocks of ore, in stoping,
driving and so forth, and if some of these
places have to be eclosed down, efficient
running will be out of the gquestion. Mines
that are now employing large numbers of
men will probably have to close down if
this amendment is enforced. I could give
the names of many mines upon which the
amendment wonld have this effeet, with
resuitant unemployment to large numbers
of people. I will, however, refer to only
one case, namely that of the Lake View
and Star. That is one of our leading mines
and emplovs a large number of men. If
this amendment is insisted upon, the mine
will have to close down. In nearly all the
deep levels of this mine, with the excep-
tion of two, the variation of the two bulb
readingz is only two degrees Fahrenheit.
This means that practieally the most im-
portant part of the mine would have to be
closed. When the Mines Regulation Aect
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Amendment Bill was under discussion the
other evening, the Chief Secretary inferred
that the only point to whiech T gave con-
sideration was the cconomie aspeet and the
cost of working the mines. That is not
the ease, No one regrets more than i do
that miners should suffer from disease
contracted in the course of their employ-
ment. Very few men in aunthority would
not be prepared to do what they ean to
minimige those risks for the employees.
Knowledge and science are doing every-
thing possible to improve the ventilation.
Only vesterday I was talking to one of
the most important mine managers in the
State. He informed me that in levels or
stopes where the temperature is 80 degrees
Fahrenheit it is now more comfortable for
the men than years ago when the tempera-
ture was 75 degrees Fahrenheit. That is
due to the improved systems of ventilation
and the improved knowledge of mining
generally. Ventilation is the main thing in
connection with the problems we have to
deal with. TFrom all the information I
ean obtain, I gather that the healih of
miners is not going to be improved if this
amendment is allowed to stand. On tha
other hand it will mean the dismissal of
many men all over the goldfields, with in-
creased mining costs, and consfitute a gen-
eral sethack to the industry. I have tried
to find out what is the praectice in other
parts ¢f Australia, and whether such a
regulation as this is in vogue elsewhere
in the Commonwealth. The only instanee
I can find is at Broken Hill. There are
some reasons for sueh a regulation there,
One reason is that the men are handling
lead ore, and at a not very high tempera-
ture that ore gives off fomes. It is a very
wealthy mine and a big producer. It gives
the miners practically everything they ask
for. Western Australian mines could not
do that, On the ofher hand, the Broken
Hill mine can well afford to do that.

The Chief Secretary: Did you try the
Mines Departinent?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: No.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did you hear of apy
wold mine in the Eastern States that is
working under this regulation?

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: T cannot find
a single instance, although I have ap-
proached many people who ought to know
if that iz s0. I am going to make a brief
reference to Sonth Africa. The majority
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of the employees on the mines in that
ecountry are natives. There are, however,
numbers of white men who carry out very
hard manual work. One imagines that in
South Africa a white man does no manual
work. There is, however, certain work he
must do and whieh native labour is not
allowed to touch. I refer to firing and
dangerous work of that kind. I have made
partieular inquiries into this matter.

Hon. J. Cornell: The white man fires out
after the boring has been done.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: That is so.
Whilst our deepest mines go down to about
3,500 feet, in South Africa they go down
to about B,000 feet. I inquired whether in
South Afriea the mine managers have the
same humidity troubles that we experience. I
learned that they do, and that they get read-
ings from the two thermometers ranging
between one and two degrees of each other.
There is no regulation there to interfere.
The managers and engineers are endeavour-
ing to solve the problem for themselves.
They know that the better mining econditions
they have ihe better work will they get out
of the empioyvees. That is the case in West-
ern Australia. The average mine manager
is a reasonable person. He does not want
to see the miner’s health impaired or en-
dangered. From tbe humanitarian point of
view he does what he ean to make employ-
ment in the mine as comfortable and healthy
as the conditions will permit. Proof of this
lies in the fact that very few miners who
are used fo underground work would, if they
had the chance, transfer to work on the
surface. [ have ascertained that on some
of the mines, especially the newer big mines,
there is a waiting list, and crowds of men
who are working on the surface are waiting
to get down below. The eonditions under-
ground in this State cannot, therefore, be
so bad. Apart from the humanitarian
aspect of the situation, there is the economic
aspect. In the biz mines insurance is a
tremendons factor, and costs huge sums of
money each vear. Naturally the manage-
ment wish to do what they can to reduce that
expenditure. The only way to do so is to
make the inine as safe as possthle by redue-
ing risks of accident and the causes of ill
health amongst the employees. Ventilation
has improved beyond all knowledge com-
pared with a few years ago. That problem
is being overcome very rvapidly. Strong
currents of air are forced along the levels
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and through the workings. I am informed
that in the working places a wet bulb show-
ing 80 degrees Fahrenheit indieates a tem-
perature that is not enervating, provided
there is plenty of air. Ventilation is the
crux of the sitnation. Mining engineers are
making every endeavour fo induce into all
the working places as much cool dry air as
is possible. From all the information I
have been sble to gather it seems that this
amendment is absolutely unnecessary. It
will lead to the closing down of many mines
and will do a great deal of damage amongst
the investing publie in London. If the mjin-
ing industry cannot attraet eapital, it can-
not be kept going. The name of Western
Australia is not good in London just now,
and people are inclined to send their eapital
elsewhere. If the Lake View and Star and
other big mines were forced to close down
it would be an appalling thing for this
State.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Lake View and Star
i3 not a poor mine,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I am aware
of that. Tt cmploys a large number of men,
but if it did close down, it would be a
disaster to this State.

Hon. J. Cornell: It ought not to close
down becouse of the wet and dry bulbs,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This regulation can-
not be made to apply to only one mine.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : I gather that
it will elose down because of the wet and
dry balbh regulations.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then it deserves to do
50.
Hon. J. Nicholson: Would the enforece-
ment of the regulations have the effect of
throwing wnen out of employment?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: Yes, as the
resu’t of mines being closed down.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You said the regula-
tion would affect the lower levels.

Hon. C, . WITTENQOM : 1f it becomes
neecssary to elose down portions of the
mines, eosts will be increased and output de-
crensed. On the present small margin of
profit that is being made by most of the
mines they could not possibly eontinue
aperations. That would mean that some of
the mines would clpse down. Where the
humidity wss bad, it would inevitably lead
to the closing of some of the deep levels, and
to the employment of fewer men.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Then the regulation
would affect employment.
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Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : Yes.

Hon. J. Cornell: They drive dead-end too
far without connecting up with the level
above. Thai is the trouble.

Hon. C, H. WITTENOOM: Mines are
endeavouring to work on four dwt. ore. They
can only do that by exercising every econ-
omy, econsonant with giving consideration to
the health of the miners,

The Chief Secretary: It does not seem as
if too mnch consideration is given to that
aspeet.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: It certainly
does veceive most careful consideration.
This regulation is not going to lead to any
improvement in the health of the miners,
and T hope it will not he allowed to stand.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.1]: I de
not know whether the Mipister intends to
reply; but before the motion is put, I desire
to say, on this all-important question of
ventilation in our mines, that there is one
stand we must take, If the experts, the men
who are paid fo know—not the mine manx-
gers and not the mine workers—say that in
the interests of the men employed in the
mines the proposed action should be taken,
it is our duty to back them up, irrespective
of consequences, irrespective of whether
mines close or not. For the sake of argu-
ment, if a person is ai death’s door and a
medieal adviser is called in, one does not run
counter to his advice. Presumably the Gov-
ernment have acted on the advice of their
technical experts only. Otherwise the amend-
ments to the regulation deserve to go out. If
the amendments have not been promulgated
by the technical advisers of the Mines De-
partment in the interests of the mine
workers, I am willing to vote for the motion.
If the Government, on ex-parte information,
have introduced the amendments, then we
should not commit ourselves in that diree-
tion. I believe T have made my position
absolutely clear. Mr. Wittenoom has men-
tioned South Africa. Some two years ago
it was my privilege to go to Kalgoorlie to
meet one of the most prominent mining men
of Johannesburg. I happened to introduce
him to one of our mining inspeetors, and
he asked, “Are you a Government inspec-
tor?” The reply was, “Yes.” Thereupon the
South Afriean mining man said, I am
pleased to meet you here”—it was in a hotel,
by the way—“but you are the last man we
desire to see on a Johannesburg mine, be-
canse so far as the administration and en-
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forcement of regulations for the prevention
of accidents are concerned, Government in-
spectors are hard, and what they say has
to go with ns” That is as it should be here.
Mr. Wittenoom has said that the Sowuth
Afriecan mines do not provide wet and dry
bulbs, I admit that, but the South African
mining regulations provide something ours
do not provide—that a definite number of
cubic feet of air per man per minute shall
pass through every working place. The
number used to be 40; I understand it is
120 to-day. Our regulations provide that
the air passing through working places shatl
be sufficient to deflect the flame of a eandle.
Thus there is a mighty difference between
the Sounth African regulation and ours as
regards the volume of moving air.

Hon. H. Seddon: Tn our case it is 30 feet.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The position is en-
tirely different. Wet and dry bulbs, T nnder-
stand, do not count for much provided mov-
ing air is passing through every working
place in sufficient quantity to break down the
vitinted atmosphere, The ohjection on the
Golden Mile is mainly to dead-ends. Even
where the six-hour shift has to e worked on
aecount of the vitiated afmosphere in dead-
ends and the connection iz not made through
to the level above, there is only one way in
and only one way out, and a blower or some
other contrivance has to be installed to in-
troduee air. We have to face up to the situ-
ation, as the South Africans have had to do
and are doing. They faced up to it long
ago, not because of the price of gold, which
was the standard priee, but becanse they
discovered that it was profitable to do so.
They discovered that the lay-out which was
applicable and suitable to work a mine to
1,500 or 2,000 feet was utierly inadequate
for the working of a mine at 3,000, 4,000 or
5,000 feet, simply because of lack of ven-
tilation. One South African mine spent
£80,000 to sink a ventilation shaft alone, so
that the atmosphere might be rendered as
congenial as possible to the men working and
winning gold. And that is the position we
must face here in Western Australia. With
the price of gold doubled, our older mines
are heing resuscitated and rejuvenated.
Whereas our mines 20 or 30 years ago
worked oaly 2t 1,500 to 2,000 feet, they are
now going down to 3,000 and 4,000 feet.
The lay-ont to-day is inadequafe to meet
those conditions. As regards the Lake View
and Star, its record of turnover and
profils proves wunmistakably that the com-
pany is in a financial position to face up to
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the altered circumstances. With other mines
that is not so. I shall reserve judgment
until such time as I am given to understand
by the Minister that the amendments to the
regulations have been recommended by the
proper people—the Government mining
engineers—in the interests of the working
eonditions of our mines, If that iz so, I
shall vote against the motion for disallow-
ance.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—Waest) [5.117: The subject of the
motion is one of which I have very little
personal knowledge; and I was hopeful that
members representing goldmiming constitu-
encies would at least have added to the in-
formation already conveyed to the House by
Mr. Wittenoom i his effort to justify the
disallowance, and by Mr. Cornell, whose re-
marks in my opinion have been distinetly
helpful. Tao endeavour to reply to Mr. Cor-
neil first, I eannot tell the House who
actnally recommended the amendments to the
regulation in the first instanee, but I ean
tell the Hounse that they are purely de-
partmental amendments, which have heen
drawn up by the departmental experts. That
is as far as I can go at the moment. Now I
wish to deal with Mr. Wittenoom’s remarks.
The hon. member objects to a statement I
made recently on a Bill, that apparently the
only thing that eounted in some of our mines
was the question of economical working. 1
claim now what I claimed then. If we are
to take any notice at all of the hon. mem-
-her’s remarks, the economical working of the
mines is the only thing that counts in the
minds of the people who have been advising
him in this matter, I do not want to be un-
fair. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber has had any recent experience of min-
ing or not; but he tells us that in order to
fortify himself, he has sought informaiion
to-day and yesterday. The hon. member has
ohtained a fair amount of information.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do vou know that the
hon. member is a mining engineer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T was not
aware of that.

Hon. J. Cornell: He was one.
know whether he is one now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fact
stated does not alter the effect of my remarks
at all. :

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Exeept that the hon.
member” understands the subjeet.

I do not
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: From the
hon. member’s remarks I should say he does
understand the subject, especially from one
aspect. For that reason I am surprised that
he shonld be the one to move a motion of
this kind. Undoubtedly he has every right
to de so; bul there are other members of
the Chamber who, I wounld have anficipated,
would move & motion dealing with amend-
ments to regulations for the mining indus-
try. If those amendments are eonsidered
to he inadvisable from the aspeet of the in-
dustry as a whole—and by those words “the
industry as a whole” I do not mean the min-
ing companies, but the men who are em-
ployed in the mines as well as the mining
companies—they should be disallowed. Now
T will take the information submitfed by
Mr. Wittenoom this afternocon. In reply
to a question from me, he said he had not
heen to the Mines Department in connee-
tion with this matter. If the hon. member
is a mining engineer and has had experi-
ence of goldmining in this State or else-
where, it seems to me that one of the first
places he wounld have gone to would be the
Mines Department, in order to obtain the
department’s point of view and the reasons
for the amendments made in the regulation.
The hon. member has been content to keep
away from that department, and to go,
apparently, to people who are interested in
goldmining from -one aspect only—that of
making a low-grade proposition pay. The
hon. member will, T think, agree that these
remarks of mine are not unfair. He has
said that he has regard for the health of
the mine workers, and that the mine man-
agers also have regard for the health of the
men; but the hon. member knows just as
well as I do that in many cases, while the
men in charge of mining propositions are
possibly of the most humanitarian tourn of
mind, they are not their own masters, but
have to do as they are instructed to do if

they desire to retain the positions they

hold. And that applies in more than one
ease on the Golden Mile to-day. TIf neces-
sary, I can prove that statement right up
to the hilt.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would not a Govern-
ment employee on a mine be similarly cir-
cumstanced ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
but he would be obliged fo have some regard
for the health of men working on the lower
levels. I take it from the hon. member’s
remarks no regard should he paid to that.
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On that seore, we are to understand from
the hon. member that we must have regard
to the necessity for economieal working at
the very deep levels in order, as Mr. Wit-
tenoom put it, that the mines might work
to full capacity on the low-grade ore, and
thus provide dividends for the sharehold-
ers. That is a landable objective.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: And provide
work for the miners.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is an-
other phase, Unfortunately, many of these
men have no option but to work in the
gold mines. They have known no other
oecupation throughout their lives,

Member: And a rotten oceupation too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know if the expression is Parliamentary,
but the oceupation is certainly not an at-
tractive one when the individual is called
upon to work 3,000 feet below the surface.
In many instances these men are to-day
showing definite signs of the resuli of their
vears of labour in the mines. Unless they
are prepared to go to the particular level
required in aceordance with instruetions
from the mine management, the men know
that they have no chance of securing full
employment. So it is that many men have
to be content te work under conditions that
are most distasteful in many instances, and
which, from my own cxperience, I know to
be sueh that very few men could tolerate
them for any length of time. So much is
that so that men have been regarded as
having done a fnll day’s work after a
period of six hours. That was on account
of the difference between the wet and dry
bulb temperatures. I am not an expert in
these matters and I do not know too much
about whal the difference between wet and
dry bulbs means. From the little experi-
ence I have had, however, I do know that
where there is such a difference in the fem-
perature, the atmosphere, so say the least of
it, ean be very discomforting. .

Hon. J. Cornell: It is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
my experience as a working miner. What
it would be like to work in sueh an at-
mosphere, I can only guess. Personally I
was glad enough to get out of the level.
Another point menfioned by My, Wifte-
noom that, I think, is worthy of note with
regard to this question, had reference to
ingnrances. Mr. Wittenoom’s statement was
to the effect that insurance was another
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matter that should be taken into comsid-
eration, beeause it was a fremendous bur-
den on the big mines, in consequence of
which it was neeessary for the ecompanies
to take every precaution to see that their
accident rate was low, and so forth, All
that may be guite so. The mines may have
to take every precauntion against accident,
but apparently there is no necessity, from
the hon. member’s point of view, to take
all the necessary precantions regarding
temperatures in the levels where the men
have to work.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: On the contrary,
I repeatedly said that the problem mining
engineers had to deal with was the venti-
lation of the mines in order to get tem-
peratures down.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T was com-
ing to that point. The hon. member went
on to say that one of the great problems
to-day was that relating to temperatures,
partienlarly in the bottom levels, He re-
marked that muoch seientific researeh was
taking place with a view to improving the
position in those purts of the mines most
likely to be affected by the regulation
under discussion. T amgiven to under-
stand, rightly or wrongly, by the so-called
experts, that there is eertainly difficulty
in the way of achieving the desired result
in some places. But, as they put it, no-
thing is impessible in that direction-—so
long as the mining companies are prepared
to do their joh. Mr. Cornell pointed out
that the very mine Mr. Wittenoom refer-
red to, namely, the TLake View and Star,
was operated by one of the wealthiest
companies in the State. To suggest to
members that the regulation will mean the
closing down of the Lake View and Star
mine, is to place a very low estimate on
their intelligence.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If it is applied to
the Lake View and Star, it will apply to
other companies as well.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Witte-
noom alse mentioned the Big Bell mine
where thev are working on ore of a
valne of 3% dwts. and expeet to make
it pay. He suggested that beeause of the
fact that the eompany was working on ore
of that deseription we should not provide a
regulation such as that under discussion. I
do not know very well the geuntlemen who
are responsible for the development of the
Big Bell proposition, but, from what I know
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of them and from my conversations with
them, limited though they have been, T am
catisfied that one of the first matters they
will attend to will he that of wventilation.
They vealize that if thev arve to get the hest
out of the men and the maximuom output
they can cope with, the men must be satis-
fied that they are working under the best
enmditions possible.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: Do not the mining
engineers realise that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They ay,
hut T am afraid their hands are frequently
tied. Does Mr. Holmes know that?

Hon. J. J. Holrues: No, I do not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, T do;
and I can prove that statement very de-
finitely.

Hon. J. Cornell: The trouble is that it
will cost a lot of money properly to venti-
late the bottom level.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T under-
stand that is the real difliealty. Without

dealing at any greafer length with Mr. Wit-
tenoom’s statements, T will refer to informa-
tion that has been supplied to me by the
department. The first amendment to Regn-
Iation 4 (General Rules) to which Mr, Wit-
tenoom takes exception, is as follows:—

(a) Paragraph (c) of sub-rule ('1) under the
heading of 'f Ventilation of Mines?? iz amended
Ly adding the following words at the end of the
paragraph:—** Provided that, whenever the tem-
perature reading of the wet bulb is 76 degrees
Fahrenheit or over and the variation of the wet
and dry bulh is net more than three degrees
Fahrenheit, no work shall be earried on whilst
a temperature is recorded within those Jimits
except for the purpose of remedying ihe condi-
tion.’?

That is the first portion that Mr. Wittenoom
seecks to disallow. I am advised fhat the
amendment is necessary to acquire a maxi-
mum temperature of 76 degrees Fahrenheit,
wet bulb when humid conditions prevail. A
completely saturated atmosphere would re-
sult from a dry bulb reading of 76 degrees,
and a wet hulb reading of 76 degrees Fahren-
heit. I am also advised hy the department
that the regulation has been framed with a
view to preventing men being worked in an
atmosphere unbealthily saturated with mois-
ture. I have also heen supplied for the in-
formation of members, with details
showing that when the dry bulb temperature
is 77 degrees Fabrenheit, and the wet bulb
recording is 76 degrees, the atmosphere dis-
closes a 94 per eent. saturation. When tha
dry bulb shows 78 degrees and the wet bulb
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76 degrees, the percentage saturation of the
atmosphere is 89. When the drvy bulb read-
ing is 79 degrees, and the wet bulb reading
76 degrees, then the saturation is 85 per
cetit,, and when the dry bulb shows 80
degrees and the wet bulb reading is 76 de-
grees, the saturation of the atmospliere
reaches 80 per eent. Those of us who are
observant with regard to the conditions ob-
taining in the eity from time to time, will he
able to understand what that means with-
out having to go down a mine. We ean
vealise what the conditions must be when
the atmosphere is saturated even to the cx-
tent of 80 per cent.

Hon. J. Comnell: A good illustration
would be a humid day here with the advent
of the sea breeze. That is what is wanted
in the mines.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We come to
the point as to whether it can be said to be
impossible to achieve what is desired. The
point was raised as to whether it was eco-
nomically impossible o alter the conditions,
so that the regulation would not apply. A
third point was, if the second condition ap-
plies, or even the first condition, whether
we should allow men to he compelled to
work under such conditions. The Mines
Deparvtment hold the negative view, and are
of the opinion that under such conditions
work should cease.

Hon, C. H. Wittencom: The men are not
compelled to work there.

The CHIEY SECRETARY : Listen to the
hon. member! .

Hon. €. H. Wititenoom: If vyou closed
‘down the mines, the whole of the men would
be compelled to get other work.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will not
have the hon. member putting words into
my mouth, I have not said I am going to
close down the mines. The department
have not said so, nor have the Government.
Mr. Wittenoom said that if the regulations
were to apply, the Lake View and Star
would elose down, and I say thaf his state-
ment was an insult to the intelligence of
every member of this Chamber. If the two
conditions I mention prevail, namely, that
in any one working place it is impossible
to eomply with the conditions laid down in
the regulation, or, on the other hand, if it
is possible, but not economical, fo apply the
regulation and men are compelled to work
under such condifions, then we have every
right to sny that the regurution is perfectly
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correct. I doubt if, in sueh circumstances,
this House would be prepared to agree to
the disallowance of the regulation. Dealing
with the second part of the regulation, if is
just as well for members to realise what
it actually states. It reads—

{b) Paragraph (e) is amended by adding the
following words after the words ‘‘record hock "’
in the eighth line of that paragraph: ‘“and when
required by an inspector the manager shall re-
cord on a motice hoard or other conspicuous
place at the mine the result of every test made
under the provisions of this paragraph (¢).??

Hon. J. Cornell: T understand there is no
objection to that. '

The PRESIDENT: Under Standing
Order 114, the debate must be interrupted
nnless the Couneil otherwise order.

Hon. H. Seddon: T understood the Stand-
ing Orders were suspended.

The PRESIDENT: Not with respect to
Standing Order 114,

[Reselved: That motions be continned.]
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tf these
regulations are  disallowed, No. 4,

paragrapn (c¢) alzo will not operate. In view
of the impcertance of these regulations, it is
just as well that T should give the House
the information supplied departmentally, in
order that members should have a know-
ledge of the regulations we are dealing
with. Under this regulation (No. 4, para-
graph (e) ) it is provided that the manager
{when requirad by the inspector) shall, for
the information of emplovees, post on the
notiee hoard the results of tests made in re-
speet of ventilation in working faces. At
present these results arve entered in the mine
record hook, which is not always readily
accessible. The new regulation will merely
enahle the men to know the exaet ventilation
conditions prevailing in the parts of the
mine where they work. What hon. member
could object to that particular regmlation?
If the regelations are disallowed, that one
will zo by the board too. Irrespective of
whether we have a practical experience
of gold mining in this State, I think
that evervone understands that under mod-
ern mining practice, and on the biggest
mines we have here—those that are paying
the biggest dividends—they are getting down
to between 3,000 and 4,000 feet below the
surface. From a report which I read some
months age, T hclieve there iz every pos-
sibility that when or hefore these partienlar
levels have been worked out, we may go still
further down. That being so, it is highly
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desiralle thul we should have regard for con-
ditionz of this kind, even in the interests of
the investers for whom M. Wittenoom Las
g0 much regard—ihose people overseas who,
he snys, will noi invest in mining bhecause
of regulations of this kind, a statement
which zeems to me ridiculous. My experience
over a long number of years—certainly not
in the mining industry, but in the industrial
world of this State—-is that if one wants to
make a suceess of a big undertaking and get
the hest return for the capital invested, one
ran only do it by zetting the best out of
those who are employed.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 1 think that is appre-
viated by the mines.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Various
methods are nged to get the hest out of em-
ployees, to keep them contented, and fo pre-
vent the stoppages of work abont which hon.
memhers had so mueb fo say the other day.
So long as mining companies and other
employers are prepared to do that, they aie
not likely to strike much trouble, bui if an
employer is going to endeavour to compel
men to work under the conditions [ have des-
cribed, most hon. members will understand it
is not Jikely he will get the best out of his
men. In view of the fact that Mr. Witte-
noom has admitted that it is an engineer-
ing problem and éan be overcome, and seeing
that these rogulations will not apply to
niines as a whole, but only fo those partieu-
lar places where these temperatures prevail,
and that that may be only a very minor part
of the working face of the mine—

Hon. J. Cornell: Only the dead-end.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: —what the
member describes as the dead end—I eannot
see why Mr. Witicenoom is so keen to have
these regnintions disallowed. In view of the
information supplied to me, and being forti-
fied by a little personal experience, I trust
that these regnlations will not be disallowed,
and therefore oppose the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.35]:
I histened with keen interest to the remarks
of the Chief Secretary. 1 was interested to
know from juost what partienlar source these
regulations had emanated. One of the most
remarkable features of his reply—whieh I
take it was furnished hy the technical officers
of the depariment—is that while the import-
ance was sitressed of the temperature and
the variation indieating the humidity, there
was very little reference to the most im-
portant feature associated with providing
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healtby woirking conditions, namely, the
eireulation of an adequate quantity of air.

The Chief Secretary: There was no neces-
sity to deal with that under this motion.

Hon, H. SEDDON: There was every
necessity, as I shall show. There are some
extraordinary features associated with this
regulation. It appeared in last Friday's
“Government Gazette’” and it was gazetted,
apparently, without any communication with
the people who, I think, should have known
of the mmposition of the rerulation, that is
to say, the people engaged in the industry.
These companies were not aware of it until
the “Government Gazette” was published. T
know that for a fact. It seemed extraord-
inary that a regulation of this sort, which
obviously the technical officers realised would
seriously affeet the operations of the mines,
was not communieated to the persons who
must necessarily he affected in their work
by it. It is very peculiar that there was no
attempt made to diseuss the matter with
them.

The Chief Seeretary: On what authority
do you make that statement?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The authority I have
is that the amendments were not known to
any of the mining ecompanies until they were
published in the “Government Gazette.”

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They knew something
was coming, but not what i was,

The Chief Secretary: 1 think the hon.
member might have made that statement
before, so that I could have had an oppor-
tunity of replying,

Hon. H. SEDDON: T took it that the
Minister was making an official statement on
behalf of the depariment. 1 gave him an
opportunity, hy a question I asked yester-
day, to explain what steps had been taken
in dealing with this regulation, and who had
heen consulted. The question I asked was—

In eonnection with the amendment of Regula-
tion 4, paragraph (e), of the Mines Regulation
Act, 1906, rclating to the '‘Ventilation of
Mines'’ contained on page 2001 of the ‘‘Gov-
ernment Gazette’’ isued on Friday, 4th Decem-
ber, 1836, reducing the wet bulb reading to 76
degrees Fahrenheit, with a 3-degree variation—

(1) Have any steps been taken fo inguire as
to the effect of the enforcement of this
regulation, having regurd to the roek tem-
peraturss ¢ taining in the lower levels of
the mines?

There was no veference in the veply of the
Chief Seeretary to the rock temperature in
the lower levels, a very important factor in-
deed in increasing temperature of air cir-
culated in mines.

[COUNCIL.]

The Chief Secretary: Had you spoken in
this strain earlier, I wounld have given ample
replies.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Perhaps the Honor-
ary Minister will reply.

The Chief Secretary: He has no oppor-
tunity.

Hon. H. SEDDON:
tinued—

(ii) If so, what inquiries were made, and
what was the nature of the information re-
ceived ?

The Chief Secretary replied—

(i) No, but the effect of the regumation is
being carefuly watched.

(ii) Answered Ly No. (i).

It is guite evident that the regulation was
unposed without any consultation having
heen made with the persons concerned, and
it is to be tried out and the effeet earefully
watched. My information is that the resnlts
will be most serious. The regulation pre-
viously in force fixed the temperature For
the wet bulb thermometer at B0 degrees
Fahr. Prior to that regulation the wet hulb
femperature was 76 degrees Fahr. Tt was
raised to 80 as the result of expert advice
tendered in this State by a man brought
here especially to go into the whole question
of ventilation in relation to the volume of
air, temperature and humidity. A gentle-
man was selected to conduet a cross-examin-
ation as a representative of the union. Asa
result of the evidence, this regnlation fixed
the reading of the wet bulb thermemeter at
80 degrees Fahr, The effect of the amend-
ment will be definitely to stop work where
the conditions laid down in the regulation
prevail. I will read the regulation so that
hon. membhers may appreciate it.

In any part of the underground workings of
a4 mine which has not been closed off as disused
the reading of the wet bull thermometer shatl
not exceed 80 degrees Fahrenheit, provided that
whenever the temperature reading of the wet bulb
is 76 degrees Fahrenheit or over, and the varin-
tion of the wet and dry bulb is not more than
thireec degrees Fahrenheit, no work shall he caz-
ried on whilst 3 temperature is recorded within

those limits except for the purpose of remedying
the conditions,

My question con-

This regulation fixing the wet bulb tempera-
fure af 80 degrees was adopted in 1929 as
a result of expert evidence. The Minister
referred to the question of the reading of
wet and dry bulbs. I would like to explain
that to make it clear. The temperature is
taken by an ordinary thermometer. It has
been found that if a piece of muslin is
wrapped around the bulb of the thermometer
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and is kept wet, there is an immediate drop
in the temperature, and that is directly pro-
portionate t¢ the evaporation caused hy the
air. Now, as the Minister bas pointed ont,
when the differemce between the wet and dry
balb is very mparrow, the air has quite
a large percentage of moisture in it.
If a man is working in that atmosphere or
in any other atmosphere, it is all right so
long as the air has a cooling effect, for he
is then being cooled down. The degree of
cooling depends on the difference between
the wet bulb and the dry bulb. If that man
were working in a room where there was
no cireulation of air whatever, the only
means hy which the temperature of his hody
eould be kept right would be perspiration.
When we get these conditions for any time,
the man necessarily has to eut down the out-
put of energy, even against his will, It is
n purcly automatic physical result.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is such an atinosphere
detrimental to the health of the worker?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Of eourse if you in-
troduce cirenlation in the air you create a
different set of conditions. The effect of
that cireulation is to improve the man’s
bodily condition by the cooling effect of the
moving air,

Hon. J. Cornell; Like a sea breeze on a
hot day.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Exactly. That fae-
tor has to be taken into account. The ex-
pert to whom I have referred said that it
wias not so much the temperaturc or even
the humidity, as it was the quantity of air.
This original regulation provides in Seetion
D that there shall be a pereeptible current
of nir sufficient to defleet the flame of a
candle from the vertieal, but the test shail
not be made within 10 feef from the face of
any drive or erossent, or from the tep of
a rise or bottom of a shaft or winze, nor
while rock drills are working so close to
the testing point as to cause agitation of
the air. So the question of the cireulation
of air has been dealt with by regulation. The
whole policy of the mine managers has been
and is to secure ample ventilation in the
mines.

Hen. A. Thomson: But this regulation
would not interfere with such a condition.

Hon. H. SEDDON: But it does. The
Chief Secretary made a strong point of the
fact that Mr. Wittenoom stressed the eco-
nomic aspect and perbaps minimised the
humanitarian aspeet. As a matter of faet,
the attitnde of the companies towards venti-
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lation 1s definitely humanitarian. They
realise that it is essential to look after the
health of the men, which depends largely
on the ventilation in the mine.

Hen. J. Cornell: You really want to zet
the bad air out.

The Chief Secretary: Is that any rcason
why efforts should not be made to improve
the working conditions?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The companies are
doing that; they are spending thousands of
pounds on ventilation. The regulations pra-
vide that when a man is working under had
conditions the eompany have to put in a
snfficient supply of air. And they are doing
that. To see that this work is «done is a job,
not only for the Government inspectors, but
for the workmen’s inspectors also. The com-
panies are spending large sums of money
and are working all the time on their venti-
lating plans. Let members compare the
existing eonditions in a mine with those of
a few years ago and they will find that there
is to-day a very great improvement.

Hon. J. Corneli: Bui they are relying foo
much on artificial ventilation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If that is so, this
regulation would not apply.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Mr. Cornell raises
the question of natural conditions. Take
the Gwalia Mine: The manager of that mine
tried to comply with the recognised practice
of making the shaft an intake shaft for the
air. They got a big fan and carefully went
through their workings, but in spite of their
hest efforts they could not divert the eiren-
lation of air.

Hon. J. Cornell: They had no uptake
shaft, had they?

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, but they made
special arrangements. The resulf was that
they put in the biggest fan it was poszible
to obtain at that time and they have con-
sequently provided a very fine venlilation,
but they cannot reverse the air eurrent. Tt
has been implied that some of the mine
managers are indifferent to the health of the
men. But the mine managers are them-
selves practical miners. One ean go to the
managers on the Golden Mile and he will
find that all have been through the mill,

Hon E. M. Heenan interjected.

Hon. H. SEDDON : T am speaking of men
like Thorn, Prior, Munro and others. All
are in close association with the working
men in the mine and are practical men.
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The Chief Secrctary: I am told that when
working in those places & man is not
managing the mine.

Hon, H. SEDDON : But that does not say
that the manager is not making every effort
to improve the conditions. The mining com-
panies say that they eaunoi comply with the
regulations laid down in regard to the three
degrees variation, but that they try to get
as close to it as they possibly ean.

The Chief Secretary: They should be pre-
pared to give it & trial,

Hon. H, SEDDON: They are doing that.
I am surprised that the Minister does not
know that fromn his technical officers. The
Minister said that this rezulation was drafted
by the departmental experts. I should very
much like to know whether it was drafted at
the instigation of the Minister or whether
it was drafted by those experts as a recom-
mendation to the Mimater. The departmental
experts are aware of what is being done.

Hon. A, Thomson: Speak up please, we
cannot hear you.

Houn, H, SEDDON: I will tell the House
something about the Lake View and Star,
one of the mines thut have been mentioned.
The Lake View installed a fan of 100,000
cubic feet per minute. Air is being drawn
ouf of the mine by that fan. Then they have
another fan with » eapacity of 75,000 cubic
feet., Yot despite those fans, and the control
of the currents of air through the mine, the
mine is not at present able to secure a varia-
tion within the limits laid down.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would another fan do it ?

Hon. H, SEDDON: If the management
thought so, T take it they would pot in
another, Here is some Miformation I asked
for and have received from the Lake View

and Star. These are the readings in the
lower levels of ihe mine :-—

Wet. Dry
1,800, new fode .. .. 79 81
1,800, No. 4 Inde .. .. TG 79

1,900, stope, after firing .. 77 T84
1,900, No. i lode .. .. T8 78
2,100, No. 3 lode .. .. 75 i
2,100, W. hraneh .. . 70 7
2,200, No. 2 lode .. .70 72
2400, No. 3 lode .. . 76 73
2,500, No. 3 lode .. . 78 80
2,500, No. 3 lode .. .. 79 81
2,500, No. 3 lode, See. 15 .. 79 81

2,700, No. 3 lode .. = .. 79 81%
2,700, No. 3 lode .. . 79 81
2,800, No. 3 lode .. .. 79 80
3,000 .. . .. 79 81
3,100, upeast winze o. 76 79
3,000, Tvanhee shaft plad . 8 70

[COUNCIL.]

On account of the high rock femperature and

humidity, the variation in lower levels averages
not more than 2 degrecs despite the installation
of a large ventilating fan.
So members will sge that the various mines
have tried to improve the conditions. Mr.
Wittenoom spoke on the economic side. The
economic side has this feature, that in view
of the better working conditicns that can be
given to the men, the better the work the
mine management will get from the men.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Speak up; we cannot
hear you at all.

Hon. H. SEDDON: So from the economic
standpoint as well us any other standpoint,
it i3 to the interest of the companies to do
the best they ean in this regard. And this
is the objective to which they are working
all the time, I have given the House the
actnal readings taken on the Lake View and
Star where, despite the big fans, they cannot
get any more than a two degree variation.
In 1929, this matter was dealt with exhaus-
tively in the Arbitration Court, and Pro-
fessor Chapman, of the Sydney Univer-
sity, was called to give evidence. Profes-
sor Chapman has been engaged upon work
of industrial hygiene in all parts of the
world, He is a recognised authority on
the subject, and hasz done much to improve
the econditions in mines. His evidence
showed that the governing faetor was noi
so much the humidity as the supply of air
in adequate quantities, the very point that
Mr. Cornell stressed so emphatically.

Hon, J. Cornell: The conditions in South
Africa are worse.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The conditions in
South Africa are particularly severe.
Whereas here the rock temperature is 80
degrees, in South Afriea it is 92 degrees,
and in certain parts of mines there, owing
to the faet that water has to be used freely
to allay the dust, the variation between the
wet and dry bulbs is much less than threo
degrees. Professor Chapman in his evi-
dence stated—

On the guestion as to whether the standard
of 76 wet bull s one phat leads the way com-
pared with other parts of the world, I say dis-
tinetly to the contrary. Any place in which at-
tention is given to the acevrate determination of
working conditions would recognise that such n
standard was inadequate and unsuitable, It
does not determine what it attempts to do, for
two reasons. It permits work in places where
work should bhe forbidden. There arec plenty of
places where the temperature falls below 76 wet
bulb where work should he forhidden (very often
in coal mines), and further it prohibits work io
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places not only in which persons can work easily,
bnt in places where it is necessary to work
pretty hard to keep warm.

The effeet of the amendments to the regu-
lation would be very serious. ‘The whole
policy of the mines has been and still is
directed to seeuring an improvement in the
working conditions. If the three degrees
variation he insisted upon, quite a number
of working plaeces will have to be eclosed
down in mines that are not able to com-
ply with the amendments.

Hon., E. H. Angelo: The whole wmine
would not have to bhe closed down, hut
only certain working places?

Hon. H, SEDDON: Yes. Regarding the
Lake View and Star Mine, the statement
is definifely made that the amendments
would have the effect of necessitating the
elosing down of all the working places bhe-
low the 1,800-ft. level. Where a rock tem-
perature of 86 prevails, the effeet must be
to heat up the atmosphere until a volume
of air is driven into the workings to redunce
the temperaturc. The whole objecfive of
the management is to provide that adequate
eurrent of air, and that is why large faus
have been installed on the Lake View and
Star mine. I have quoted the thermometer
readings on the Take View and Star.
Now I propose to read some letters express-
ing opiniops on the amendments to the
regulation, Mr. Prior, of Wiluna, says—

It will seriously interfere with our develop
ment work, especially at the 1,600ft. level.

Mr. Thorn says—

It will close down «ll gur levels on the Lake
View below the 1,800ft., and we shall be unable
to open up work in the higher lovels. It will
reduce our tonnage, causing many men to lose
their employment.

The Chief Secretary: There is nothing
to prevent their closing those levels as a
protest.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am rather sur-
prised to hear the Minister make that re-
mark.

The Chief Secretary: I am telling you
what I am thinking.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: I do not think the
Minister would have made the remark in
other cirenmstances. The mining compan-
ies arc doing their best, but the amend-
ments will mean that where the econditions
mentioned exist, there will be no option
to ceasing work at ceriain levels. That is
why the amendments are so serions. It
will not be possible to find other working
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places for the men
affected parts.

Hon. J. Cornell: The whole point is
whether the wet bulb is a reliable guide to
working conditions.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The remedy is to
provide an adeguate quantity of moving
air, not to propose amendments to the
regulation such as those now before wus.
Let me now read a telegram from Kal-
zoorlie—

In the event of the amendment to Subelause
{¢) of Regulation 4 general rules of Mines
Regulation Act heing enfarced, the following
mines wonld not be able to continue operatiouns
in the deeper levels:—Iake View and Star,
Great Boulder, and operations would be eomn-
siderably curtailed in the deeper levels of North
Kalgurli, South Kalgurli, Gold Mines of
IKalguorlie, Boulder Perseverance. (Sgil.)
Chkamher of Mines.

Hon. J. Cornell: Those represent all of
them,

Hon. H. SEDDON: I have a letter from
Mr. Keep, consulting engineer to the Gold
Exploration and Finance Co. of Australia,
Ltd., and assisting censulting cngiveer to the
Central Mining and Investment Corporation,
Ltd. Lel me mention for the intormation of
members that the Central Mining and In-
vestment Corporaiion, 1.id., is the biggest
gold mining group in South Africa, or im
the worltd. The lefter reads—

In response to your inquiry, [ huave pleasure
in informing you that the regulations governing
the mining indnsiry in the Union of South
Afriea do not in any place specify any par-
ticular temperatures or temperature differences
between wet and dry bulb readings. In spite of
bhis, the reguiations framed in that comntry are
recognised as being the most cxacting in the
world from the point of view of protecting the
health of the employees,

Thus we have information in the shape of
direct, statersents from twe mine managers
abd from the Chamber of Mines, and sneh
information should iinpress members, I
have read the remarks of an expert in the
person of Profeszor Chapman, who was
called upon to give evidence and whose evi-
dence resulted in the framing of the regu-
lation. In the face of that mformation, T
have no option but to support the motiom.
If the amendments were given effect to, they
would lead to the closing down of working
places in the lower levels, and I cannot agree
that ill-considered amendments of the kind
should be permitted, especially in view of
the reply given by the Minister to my ¢ues—
tion, and in view of the informatton sup-
plied hy mining people. The regulation, as

displaced from the
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amended, could have no other effect than the
throwing out of work of a large number of
men, and compelling the mines to close down
eerbain working places,

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

BILI—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E,
H. Gray—West) [612] in moving the
second reading said: A Bill of this kind is
brought down at the end of each session to
eonfirm the closure of certain streets and
rights-of-way in municipalities. The litho-
graphs have heen placed on the Table, and
I hope that any member who so desires will
check them with the Bill. Eight items are
dealt with. The first relates to a surveyed
road in the Carnarvon municipality, which
is shown marked in blue on the lithograph.
The road is considered unnecessary, and the
council have agreed to its closure in order
to allow the holder of the land through which
it passes to eonsolidate his holding. Ou
lithograph, No. 2, eertain surveyed roads are
shown in red, which are within the boun-
daries of the City of Perth endowment arca.
There is now no necessity for those portions
of roads, as other roads have been provided
permitfing ready access to the beach. More-
over, the unnecessary reoads do not fit in with
the secheme of subdivision and development
adopted by the council. The Bill therefore
provides that those roads shall be closed,
and the land comprised therein granted
to the City Counecil as part of
the endowment., The third proposal is
for the closure of Short street, Subiaco.
No value is attached to the streef as a
public highway, but the council consider
that its closure and inclusion in a vre-subdi-
vision of the adjoining lands (shown in
tracing No. 3) will improve the neighhour-
hood and appreciate the value of properties
in its immediate viecinity. Clause 4 merely
provides for the closure of that street. Its
disposal will then rest with the original
owner of the sobdivision. The Wagin
Couneil wish to acquire a quarfer-acre bloek
{marked in green on lithograph No. 4) for
drainage purposes. They have heen offered
those lands in exchange for a small portion
of Union Street, comprising about one-fifth
of that area. The portion referred to is
a dead end, and, as the council do not in-

[COTNCIL.]

tend to extend the street in that direriion on
account of obstructing buildings, this por-
tion is no longer required as a highway.
The owners of other abutting lands are
agreeable to the proposed elosure. Clause
5 provides for the closure of that portion of
the street, and the granting of the land in
fec simple to the Wagin Council, freed from
any trust, in order that it may eomplete the
exchange.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
fifth proposal in this measure is to
close that portion of Venn Street, Collie,
which cuts through the sehool site reserve.
This part of Venn Street {shown in blue
on lithograph No. 5) is not made, and is not
required. The Collie Counecil has npproved
of its closure in order to consolidate the
school reserve. On tracing No. 6 is shown a
plan of eecrtain lands aequired under the
Public Works Act for a school site at Millen,
Victoria Park. This site, however, is trans-
versed by portion of Patricia Street, which
it is now proposed to close for inelusion in
the school reserve. Reference to the tracing
will show that this portion of the street i3
no longer required, as other roads have been
provided. The Municipality of Bunhury
has aequired a large portion of Leschenault
Loeation 26, south of Bunbury. The
Council proposes to set apart a compara-
tively large area of this suhdivision as “park
lands,” and to re-arrange the subdivision by
making such alterations in the road system as
the scheme regquives. However, the original
subdivision of this location provided roads
and rights-of-way as shown in tracing Ne.
7. These are not publie roads, and the land
therein is included in the title held by the
coungil. Tt is now proposed to close the
roads which traverse the park lands, in
order that the area may be consolidated.
The final proposal embodied in this measure
relates to another portion of the same land
which the Council wishes to be set aside as
a recreation reserve. At present, a public
road, namely, portion of Acacia Street
{shown in red on the tracing), traverses the
area in question, and the land therein is
vested in the Crown. In order that this
land may be included in the adjoining re-
ereation area, it is now proposed to close
this portion of the road, and grant the land
thercin in fee simple to the Bunbury eoun-



[10 Decemser, 1936.]

eil. The council has indemnified the Gov-
ernment against any claims or demands
which might arise as a result of these
closures, but, since the council has already
made the necessary arrangements by pro-
viding alternative streets, as required, it is
most unlikely that any sueh elaims will he
made. When the proposed alterations have
been given parliamentary sanction, the
council will be able to submit its plans for
re-subdivision to the Titles Office .for ap-
proval and registration. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [7.35]: I
raise no objection to this Bill, particularly
as it appears that the local authorities have
in each instance approved of the proposals.
Provided the local authorities have been con-
sulted and have agreed to these things being
done, as a rule we have offered no ohjection
to them in this Chamber. The only point
that appeals to me is with reference to No.
8, the Bunbury proposal. It appears from
the remarks of the Honorary Minister that
someone’s right fo access to a road has been
taken away, and that some other acecess will
be given to that person. Whether that will
meet the rights of the holder or holders of
the property concerned is not for me to say.
I suppose the matter has been eonsidered by
the local authority. Unless the owners have
been consulted it would appear to be high-
handed to take a inan’s street away from the
front of the house and give him a sireet at
the back. T hope that will not happen.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [7.37]:
The land referred to by Mr., Holmes has
been waste land for many years. It is on
the cutskirts of the town, It has never been
used. Originally a road passed through it, but
more than a blacktracker would be required
to find it. I do not know that there are any
residents for some distance around this area,
so that nobody is likely to be inconvenienced.
The proposal of the loral authority to estab-
lish park lands in the loeality is 8 commend-
able one.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment, and the
report adepted.
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Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—RESERVES.
Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [7.40] in moving the second
reading said: This is the usnal Bill brought
down each session for the purposc of deal-
ing with adjustments and alterations to re-
serves and lands held under public trusts.
Members may fully acquaint themselves with
the proposals involved, by referring to the
tracings and lithographs of the areas con-
cerncd, which I have caused to be laid on
the Table of the House. The first proposal
in this measure relates to Albany Lot 187,
This lot is held in fee simple by the Muni-
cipality of Albany in frust for the purpose
of a Mechanics’ Institute site. The W.A,
TFire Brigades Board has approached the
council with a view to aequiring portion of
the land for the ercction of a new fire
station. The eouncil has agreed to the trans-
fer at a nominal price—econsisting only of
the cost of survey and other incidentals.
Clanse 2 will enable the sale and transfer
of the land to the Five Brigades Board, freed
and discharged from the trust I have men-
tioned. The second proposal refers to Fre-
mantle lots 1089, 1090, and 1093, which have
been purchased by the Fremantle Muniei-
pality for recreation purposes at Forrest
and Holland streets. It is proposed by the
eouneil to surrender these lands to the
Crown, in order that they may be declared a
Class “A” Rescrve and vested in the couneil
for recreation purposes, together with five
other adjoining vacant lots. I am informed
that, under the Municipal Corporations Aet,
the eouncil has power to sell, but no power
to surrender without cost. Clause 3 will
enable this course to be proceeded with,
With regard to the third proposal, which
relates to Lot 60, Mullewa agricultural area,
I understand that this is a public hospital
site held in fee simple by two trustees. A
new hospital has been ereeted on this lot,
and a hospital board has been duly consti-
tuted under the provisions of the Hospitals
Aet, 1927, for its control. It is desired to
vest the land in the board, but, of course,
in view of the existing trust, a surrender
cannot be accepted without Parliamentary
sanetion. Clanse 4 therefore provides that
the land shall be revested in His Majesty, in
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order that it may bhe set apart as a reserve
for a hospital site, subject to the provisions
of the Hospitals Aect.

The racecourse reserve at Laverton, namely,
reserve 7943 (Weld Location 2), is dealt
with by Clause 5. This land is held in trust
by three trustees for the Laverton and Dis-
triet Race Club. It appears, however, that
interest in the turf has deelined in that dis-
triet. The Road Board has advised that the
club has been defuneci for several years, and
that the trustees ave either dead or untrace-
able. An aerodrome has been constructed by
the Road Board on the area concerned, and
this has been licensed by the Commonwealth.
In accordance with the desire of the board.
the Bill provides for the revesting of this
land in the Crown in order that it may be
reserved for an aerial landing ground and
other purposes under the Land Act.

The fifth proposal relates to Torbay June-
fion Lot 10 {(the Agriculiural Hall sife at
Torbay Junetion). This land is held under

a 999 yvears' lease by three trustees, one of’

whom is dead and another has left the dis-
triet. The third frustee wishes to be relieved
of the trust (as he is now B0 years of age)
provided the land is retained in perpeiuity
for the purpose, and vested in fresh trustees
elected by the local residents. The Bill pro-
vides for the revestmment of the land in the
Crown in order that it may be again set
aside and reserved for an Agricultural Hall
site, and vested in, granted, or leased to new
trustees approved by the Governor. The trus-
tees, of course, would be recommended in
accordance with the wishes of the local
people. This course is preferable to a trans-
fer of the existing lease, as it is now the
practice not to grant the fee simple or 999
vears’ leases of reserves to any but a body
incorporated under the Associations Incor-
poration Act, which provides for perpetual
suceession. If, at any time, an association is
formed for the purpose of holding this hall.
a lease or Crown grant could be issued under
the Land Act. In the meantime, the trustees
‘ean hold it by vesting order issued under the
Land Act, Seetion 33. Clause 7 embodies
certain propusals in respect of Vietoria
Locations 220, 221, 222 and 223 at North
Greenongh. These lands are held by various
denominatiens for their respective church
purposes and have been used as burial
grounds, and an adjoining area bas been
proclaimed a public cemetery. It is desired
that the whole area shall be proclaimed a
public cemetery and placed under the con-

[COUNCIL.]

trol of the Greenough Road Board under the
provisions of the Cemeteries Ac¢t, The
churches have agreed to surrender their
lands. In the cases of the Chureh of Eng-
land and Roman Catholic Churehes, such
surrender is subject to the condition that the
areas at present held by them shall be set
apart respectively for Chureh of England
and Roman Catholic burials exelusively.
This will he arvanged with the cewetery
hoard after the land has been revested in
the Crown, and the board appointed.
It is thevefore provided that the lands in
question shall he revested in the Crown to
the intent that they shall be proclaimed a
public cemetery under the Cemeteries Aet,
and placed under the control of trustees—
in thiz case the road hoard—in aceordance
with the provisions of such Act. The
seventh proposal embraces Southern Cross
Lot 5, which was granted in fee simple to
the mayor and councillors of the muniei-
pality of Southern Cross in trast for muni-
cipal pupposes. The municipality has
ginee been merged into the Yilgarn Road
Beard. The road board desives to transfer
a portion of the lot to the W.A., Fire Bri-
gades Board for a fire station site, but, in
view of the trust, cannot do so. In order
to earry out the proposal, Clause 8 reverts
the whole of Lot 5 in His Majesty to the
intent that it be regranted o the Yilgarn
Road Board as an endowment, with the
exception of the area required for a fire
station. The latter will be granted to the
to the W.A. Fire Brigades Board. Clause
9 refers to Reserves A 7804 and A 9299.
The Commonwealth is desirous of acquiring
hy agreement with the State Government,
portion of Class ‘A’ Reserve 7804 at
Swanbourne for defence purposes. As this
is part of a Class ‘A’ Reserve for park
lands and recreation purposes, Parliamen-
tary aunthority is required fo enable the
Government to dispose of this lard to the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth also
desires to acquire, for the same purpose,
portion of the edueation endowment land
adjoining, but as thig is a Class A’ re-
serve also, Parliamentary authority is re-
quired to enable the Education Endowment
Trustees to dispose of the land to the Com-
monwealth. 1 believe the actnal position
is that irrespective of whether we agree
to this proposal or not, the Commonwealth
has power under overriding legista-
tion, to take possession of the Iland,
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as they have in another instance quite ve-
cently. Clause 9 therefore provides: (1)
For the excision of the first mentioned area
from Class ‘*A’’ Reserve 7804 to enable
it to be disposed of to the Commonwealth
Government for defence purposes, and (2)
for the excision of the other portion from
Class ‘A’ Reserve 9292 to enable the
Education Endowment Trustees to sell it
to the Commonwealth, Wonnerup Lots 43,
44, 45 and 46 are dealt with under Clause
10. These lots were granted in fee simple
to the trustees of the Churech of England,
Wesleyan (Methodist), Congregational and
Roman Catholie Churches, respectively, for
cemetery purposes, but I am informed that
the lands have never been used for burials
and are not required for that puorpose.
The 1espective ehurehes bave, therefore,
agreei to surrender these lots to the Crown
in order that they may be disposed of.
Clause 10 revests them in the Crown, anl
provides that they may be disposed of under
the Land Act. Proposals in respect of
Reserve A11515 at York are set forth in
Clause 11. The York Munieipal Counecil is
desirous of opening a road through the re-
ereation ground at York. As other roads in
this vieindty have been eclosed, it is eon-
sidered neeessary to provide this road, which
connects a voad on the north to another run-
ning southward to the railway station. As
the proposed road forms part of the Class
“A” veserve T have mentioned, Parliament-
ary sanction is required to enable fhe land
to be excluded from the reserve and pro-
elaimed a public road under the Municipal
Corporations Aét. The eleventh proposal
refers to Reserve “A” 4991 at Bunbury. The
Bunbury Council desire to extend Carey
street westward to provide access to the
Ocean Beach and drive.  As this forms part
of a Class “A” reserve for park lands,
Parliamentary sanetion is neeessary before
the road can he excluded from the reserve
and proclaimed a publiec road. The council
also desires that, in order to provide a road
-frontage for Lot 247, which has no road ae-
eess at present, a triangular part be exeised
from the reserve in order that it may be
granted to the owner of Lot 247, who has
agreed to the proposal, in exchange for a
similar part of Lot 247, which will be added
to the reserve. At present the owner of
Lot 247 has no road frontage, therefore the
Couneil eannot charge rates on the lot. These
proposals are supported by the Town Plan-
ning Board. The twelfth proposal dealt

- 2571

with by thiz Bill relates to Reserve “A”
16713 on Kotinest Island. The Common-
wealth ave desirous of acquiring three areas
at Rottnest for defence purposes, and the
State Government agreed to their acquisi-
tion, snbject to the necessary enabling Act
being pnassed to provide for the excision of
these areas rom the Rottnest veserve, which
is a Class A" reserve for public recreation.
The matter was deemed of sufficient urgency
for the Commonwealth fo anticipate the
approval of the State Parliament, as the
notice of nequisition of these areas for de-
fenee purpozes, under the Commonwealth
Land Aecquisifion Act, has already been
published in the Commonwealth “Govern-
ment Gazette” of the 23rd July last. The
State Government advised the Common-
wealth that there was no objection to the
acquisition of these areas subjeet to Parlia-
mentary approval. Since the acquisition,
however, the Rotttnest Board of Coutrol has
pointed cut that part of the land
containing the western portion of Bickley
Swamp is required to he retained, and
I have been informed that the Military
Departmenr  has  no  objection to this
portion being hauded back to the State.
The area in guestion is reguired to give
aceess to what 13 known as Bickley Swamp,
which is a souree of water supply that may
be valuable in the future, and if the Rottnest
Board of Control have not the right of
aceess, difficulties way arise. As chairman
of the Rottnest Board of Control, I dhave
been informed by the Comumonwealth that
the area in question is not now vequired as
the plans have heen altered, and there will

he 1o objection to the aren being
handed back te the State. The ques-
tion has been taken up with the Com-

monwealth Government, and there is every
reason to believe that it will be handed back.
The penultimate elauvse relates to Geraldton
Sub-lot 1. This lot is held in fee simple by
the Geraldton municipality for munieipal
purposes. The municipal counecil desires to
transfer that portion of such lot on which
the fire station and quarters are erected,
but, as the land is beld in trustl'l‘.here is no
power to do so. The purpose of the clause
is to enable the council to transfer the said
land to the W.A. Fire DBrigades Board,
freed and discharged from the said trust,
without monetary consideration, except the
payment by the Fire Brigades Board of the
necessary fees and costs. The last proposal
refers to Reserve ““A” 1669, The Nedlands
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Infant Health Clinic is desirous of ereoting
a building for an infant health centre on
part of the reserve known as “Melvista
Park” at Nediands. The road board supports
the proposal, but, as this is a Class “A”
reserve for recreation purposes, it will be
necessary to change the purpose of the re-
quired site, which has been placed in a posi-
tion recommended by the Town Planning
Board, and agreed fo by the road board,
bheing subhjeet to a toewn  planning
scheme under the Agt. The Bill, therefore,
provides for the exelusion of the site from
the existing reserve to the intent that it be
set apart and reserved as a site for an in-
fant bealth clinic. ‘The matter of vesting
it in the road board can then be dealt with
under the Land Act. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and ithe
report adopted.

Third - Reading,
BiHI read a third time and passed.

BILL—DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLITION.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by Hon. E. M. Heenan, read a first

time.

Second Readinyg.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[7.59] in moving the second reading said:
Hon. members have this short Bill before
them, and it will not take many minutes to
peruse it fo gain a good idea of what it
contains. As the short title indicates, its
intention is to abolish distress for rent.
Spesking generally, the process of distress
has a very ameient origin. As between land-
lord and tenant in particular, this remedy
has been known to common law almost from
time immemorial. No doubt it derived its
origin from ancient feudal laws that natur-
ally favoured the owners of the soil
There have been comparatively few amend-
ments to the law as it existed in feudal
times. I may point out that the first Act
on our statute-book dates back fo 1885

[COUNCIL.]

Originally a Bill was passed in the reign
of King William ITI. and Mary, and that
law, with certain modifications, was adopted
by ws in the year that I have just men-
tioned. Sinee then there have heen two
minor amendments. In 1898 there was one
small amendment which had the effect of
protecting goods belonging to  lodgers.
Prior to that amendment, if a person hap-
pened to be lodging in a house and the
owner of that house got into arrear with
his rent, the lodger's goods and chattels
eould be distrained, although they did not
helong to the temant. The lodger was in
the unfortunate position that his goods
were not protected from distress. and so in
1898 the Agt was amended to give velief in
that respect. The next amendment was in
1904, when certain articles were protected
from distress, namely—typewriters, sewing
machines and mangles. Those are the only
two amendments made sinece the Aef was
first introdwced in 188S. Consequently,
members will agree with me that the time
is not too soen to review the law as ib
stands,

Hon, J. Nichkolson: Is this a review or a
total abolition?

Hen. E. M. HEENAN: Abolition.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is more than a
review,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I am making
these opening remarks to enlighten mem-
hers regarding the position as it exists. The
Bill proposes to abolish altogether distress
for rent, the argument in favour of the pro-
posal being that distress is a very drastie
and cruel remedy. I understand that in the
poorer suburbs of Perth especially, the
remedy is applied very frequently, and with
very severe and harsh results. The position
is that if a tenant oeceupies a house and
gets into arrear with his rent, the landlord,
without applying to any court, can appoint
a bailiff with anthority to enter prenises
and take possession of furnifure and any
belongings that he finds therein. There ave
sertain articles protected from distress—
bedding, tools of trade to the value of £5,

and, as I mentioned hefore, sewing
machines, typewriters and mangles. This
was probably all right in fendal
times, when conditions were vastly
different from what they are lo-day.

In those days, as we know from history, the
landed classes were possessors of very dras-
tic powers and rights, and the ¢community in
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general were little more than serfs. This
ancient remedy that was given to them has
come down through the ages and, with eer-
tain modifications, exists to-day as it existed
hundreds of vems ago. The unfair part
about it is that the wife who is usually the
one who has saved up and aequired furni-
ture and other belongings that go to make
up a home is the one to suffer. Through
some unforeseen circumstance the husband
loses his employment, either hecause of lack
of work or through illness. But that has
no bearing on the matter at all. OF course
in a lot of instances landlords are decent,
humanitartan people, but there arve always
hlack sheep in any fold and so there are
landlords who show no eonsideration, and
enter homes and take possession of praeti-
cally all the belongings of the ocenpants.
Those belongings can be removed and after
being held for five days, if the correct
amount of rent owing is not paid, fhey can
bhe sold. As we all know, forced sales are
never a sugeess. Furniture whick probably
has been hought over a long period, and at
the expeuse of many sacrifices, 1s praectically
given away when it enters the auction room
in eiveumstances sueh as 1 have deseribed.
Although I cannot quote any eases that have
actually ecome under my notice. I am in-
formed on reliable authority that bailifts
whe do this work are sometimes in collu-
sion with an unserupulous auvetioneer and
the goods are disposed of for less than halt
their real value. Any person ean act as a bai-
1iff. The position does not require any speeial
qualification. A bailift’s character has not
to be investigated, and his capacity in other
respeets does not come into ealeula-
tion at all. Another injustice to which
1 -might draw  attention is  that
very often, especially in these days, wireless
gets and furniture are hought on the hire-
purehase system. Those articles are not pro-
tected from distress. A person who buys a
wireless set on time payment takes if to his
home and, while contining to make payments,
perhaps gets into arrear with his rent, and
so falls into trouble with the landlord.

Hon. H. Seddon: Have you ever heard
of people buying anything while they arve
in arrear with their rent?

.Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I realise that
there are people who, in these days, buy
things that probably they cannot afford; but
I am just giving an example of what hap-
pens. The landlord cemes in with & dis-

2573

tress warrant, and although the wireless set
is not the property of the tenant, it can bLe
seized. It is not privileged from distress.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Under the Bills of
Sale Act he can only get a eertain amount.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: What happens in
practice is that the firm who sold the wire-
less set, if they wish to proteet their pro-
perly, must pay the rent. Business people
generally favour the abolition of distress for
rent. This is another argument that ean be
used in favour of the Bill. A family live
in a bouse which is provided by the owner
of the propenty, and of course it is right
that the owner should be paid rent; bit will
anyone assert the he is fulfilling a bigger
obligation than, say, the baker who supplies
the bread, or the butcher who supplies the
meat, or the grocer?

Hon. J. Cornell: If a man sleeps in the
park he is prosecuted, but if he sleeps at
home he is not prosecuted.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I fail to see that
the interjection has any bearing on the sub-
jeet. It is generally ¢onceded that the law
should not place the landord in any move
favourable position than it places the but-
cher, the baker or the grocer. The landlord
ean always protect himself by investigating
the eredentials of the person to whom he
wants to rent a house. Grocers, landlords.
butchers and others make mistakes and ireur
bad debts. The law should not place the
landlord in a more favourable position than
any other creditors, especially the ereditors
I have mentioned. If & person runs np a
hill with a grocer, he c¢annot enfer the
debtor’s home and seize the chattels.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: But he need not
give the debtor any “to-morrow.”

Hou. L. Craig: The grocer need not give
eredit.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The landlord need
not let a person into his house.

Hon. L. Craig: Once in, the landlord might
not be able to get him out.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: T would like
members to deal with the Bill on its merits.
I hope they will consider Clanse G, which
reads :—

Affer the coming into operation of this Aect
a landlord or lessor may. npon two days’ notice
in writing to the tenant, determine any weekly
or monthly tenancy, where any rent due under
such fenancy has remained unpaid for a period
of seven days and motwithstanding any period
specified in section one hundred of the Lioeal
Courts Act, 1904, may at the end of such notice
bring proceedings in gjectment under sueh afore-
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said Act, the provisions of which shall, subject
to this Act, apply thereto mutatis mutandis.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What happens in
the two days? The furniture disappears.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Qr the tenant does
a moonlight flit. ‘

Hon. E. M. HEENAX: That is a popular
phrase. In any walk of life, dishonest per-
sons are to be found, and all the laws in the
world cannot afford protection against them.
A person will run up a bill with a grocer
and be nnserupulous enough to clear off to
some other part of the conntry and endeav-
our to evade his obligation. I admit that
some tenants aet similarly regarding their
rent. Still, we do not frame our legisla-
tion to meet rare cases. I hope other mem-
bers will speak on the Bill, because this is
a matter that has agitated the minds of seri-
ous thinkers for a long time. I understand
that the late Aftorney General was
a great advocate for the abolition of
distress for remt. In the legal pro-
fession and in business circles the
preponderanee of opinion favours such
abolition, Lecaunse distress for rent is re-
garded as a velie of ancient barbarouns days,
and it is a barbareus remedy that in ihese
enlichtened days should not be exerecised. In
faet, there i1s no more bharbarous remedy.
The usual case that avises affeets a man, his
wife and perhaps a few children living in
poor circnmstances. I believe fhat the rent
is the first obligation they pay. In these
days, when unemployment is rife and sick-
ness oceurs, people often cannot pay, and
I do not know of any more barbarous
remedy than for the landlord to issue a dis-
tress warrant. Anyone may be appoinied
a bailiff, and is entitled to enter and take
possession of the goods and chattels in the
home. As members know, the wife is the
one who usually strives and struggles to
get the challels, and they are taken away
and often sacrificed at the ensuing sale. That
15 no exaggeration of the position. The
Comimon Law as it stands is quite adequate
to meet the landlord's needs. If a person
gets into debt with the butcher or baker and
does not pay, the fradesman has the eommon
Jaw remedy, which is to issue a summons,
ohtain a judgment and force the person to
pay. He can issne execution or bring the
person hefore a magistrate on a judgment
smmons, and the magistrate orders the de-
fendant to pay according to his means. 1f
the common law remedy is adequate to
mect the renuirements of the butcher or haker,

[COUNCIL.]

it should be adegnate for the landlord. In
1930, a Bill to abolish distress for rent was
passed by the New South Wales Parlia-
ment, and is still in operation in that State.

Hou. G. I'raser: Notwithstanding that Mr.
Stevens was in office at the time.

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: But two duys
notice anl ejectment?

Hon. A. Thomson: What wounld cjectment
cost?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Not very wuch.
The out-of-pocket expenses would be about
s, and I think T am safe in saying it
would not cost more than 1U0s. to get to the
court.

Hon. A. Thomson: ‘That would be much
easier than the present system.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Under the com-
mon law process of ejectment, a person could
get to the court for about 1s. or 12s,

Hon. J. Nicholson: You mean fees?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes.

Hon. J, Nicholson: What ahout the man
who renders the service?

Hon. BE. M. HEENAN: If a person owes
a week or a fortnight’s rent—although I
regret to express this view—the landlord does
not require the services of a solicitor.
Usually the tenant does not attend the court,
or, if he aitends, he merely offers some
excuse.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In faet, it will bring
a good addition to the incomes of .the
lawyers,

Hon, BE. M. HEENAN: To summarise the
facts, the law of distress to-day is praeti-
cally the same as it was hundreds of years
ago. Ouor own legislation with eertain
modifications dates back te the reign
of Wiiliam 1II and Mary. Since 1888
only two minor amendments have been
wade that did not enfail any radieal altera-
tion. This is a relie of feudal times, and is
a harbarons remedy which shonld not be
tolerated in these enlightened days. My
second point iz that Clause 6 has been in-
cluded to speed up the Common Law in
favour of the landlord. If a person is
seven days in arrears with his rent——

Hon. J. Nicholson: He must be a weekly
or monthly tenant.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: That is so.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Suppose you let pre-
mises for a year on condition that the vent
was paid weekly or monthly, what would
von do? This would not apply.

fon. E. M. HEENAN: No.
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Hon. G. Fraser: How many cases of that
kind would oceur?

Ion. J. Nicholson: Such cases are guite
I2ozsible.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Bill deals only
with weekly or monthly tenancies,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN : The average house
is rented ov a weekly or monthly tenaney.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A number are rented
by the year.

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: Usually it is n
weekly tenancy.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: This is not class
legislation.

Hon. J. Cornell: Workmen usually pay
their rent.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This would not apply
to flats, which might come under a 12
months’ lease,

Hon. G. Fraser: There is no objeetion to
making it 12 months. -

Hon. E. M. HEENAN : Clause 6 has been
inserted to give the landlord a speedy
remedy. He could get to the court in seven
days. The courf, on making an order of
ejectment, states that the tenant must leave
the house by a ecertain time and that the
tenant owes so much rent. Thus an order
of ejectment is given, plus judgment for the
rent owing and costs, provided, of course,
that the landlord does not take proceedings
without justification.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Are you sure the
landlord gets the rent and costs?

The PRESIDENT : Order! I must remind
members that we are not in Committee.

Hon, E. M. HEENAXN: Why should the
law place landlords in a better position than
any other creditor? Any other ereditor
simply issues a summons, gets a judgment,
and then bas all the resources of the Com-
mon Law to enforee that judgment. He has
execution, he has the garnishee process, he
has the judgment samumons process. That is
an entirely rational argument, becanse the
butcher or the baker or the milkman fulfils
just as much of social service ag the landlord
does. The experience of New South Wales
evidently has been safisfactory, bhecause
although this law has been in force there for
six years and different Governments from
that which passed the Act have sinee been in
power, no attempt has been made to alter
the law. I hope hon. members will give the
Bill their sympathetic consideration. I am
quite in aecord with the proposition that
tenants should pay their rent, and that the
law should not make it easy for them to

.
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defeat their just obligations. T would not
have sponsored the Bill had I thonght that
it would have any other effect. I assure hon.
members that the measure will not in any
way defeai the landlord from obtaining his
rents. The landlord still has all the process
of the Common Law at his disposal, and the
Bill will give him speedy relief in the way
of getting an unsatisfactory tenant out. [
can assure hon. members that this is not a
party measure or class legislation. A hig
body of responsible opinion favours it. I
therefore commend the measure to the
House, and hope hon, members will give it
the consideration it deserves. 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. 8. W, Parker, de-
bate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting.

.BILL—GERALDTON HEALTH
AUTHORITY LOAN.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
(No. 3).

Second Reading.

TAX

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. &. W. MILES (North) [8.36]: 1
say at once that I am opposed to the in-
crease of exemption under the Bill from
£3 12s. to £3 15s. The Government can-
not afford to lose the taxation involved.
We have heard the Chief Secretary argue
that there are all sorts of contingeneies to
be met. There is the £300,000 shortage in
the Commonwealth grant. There is a se-
vere drought, and the Government have to
find money to assist the man on the land.
Nevertheless this Bill proposes to let go
some revenune, merely because that is the
Government’s policy.

Hon. G. Frager: To assist the man on the
low wage.

Hon. . W. MILES: Af{ this stage the
(Government are not in a position to assist
anyone. Everybody should contribute to-
wards emergency taxation. Moreover, the
man on wages has all the assistance he
needs at present. The man on the land
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is not earning a wage. Unless he is kept
on the land, there will be no work for the
man on the basie wage. Two yecars ago I
said that the (overnment were mnot in a
position to let up on the eunts applied to
members of Parliament and eivil servants.
Now they cannot afford to pander fo a
section of the voters. Who, after all, are
the Government but the taxpayers of Wes-
tern Australia? It is proposed to take the
load off thousands of workers on the basie
wage and to place it on the shoulders of
others. Not only that, bnt the Government
have exempted people on £8 to £10 per
weelk,

The Chief Seeretary: We have not
exenmpted them.

Hon. G&. W. MILES : Bui the Government
have reduced the barden on those persoms,
and they are not in a position to do that.
Hundreds of trade union seeretaries will
come within the category. There must
have been a deputation from Beaufort-
street asking that trade union secrefaries
be relieved from some taxation.

Hon. G. Traser: There are not a hun-
dred of them in the State.

Hon. G. W, MILES: In any case, there
are altogether too many. I favour the in-
crease of the tax to 1s. in the pound. If
we continue to borrow as we have borrowed
in the past, we must be prepared for addi-
tional taxation; but that taxation should
be equitable, and every person shonld pay
something towards the cost of social ser-
vices. The social services received -by
people on the basie wage shounld be paid
for by them, in part at any rate. I refer
to such services as hospitals, police, and
so forth. I do not know whether hon.
members intend to try to amend the Bill.
We can saggest to another place that tax-
ation be reduced, but we cannot alter the
exemplion from £3 15s. fo £3 12s. because
we should be placing a burden on a section
of the community. T do not know that the
Bill is quite in order. I always under-
stood that a Bill imposing a tax should con-
tain nothing else. This Bill, however,
amends the Taxation Assessment Aet. Clause
2 reads—

For the purpose of the Financial Emergency
Tax Assessment Act, 1932, and its amendments
(hereinafter exlled the Assessment Act), finan-
cial emergency tax is imposed at the rates de-
clared by this Act.

I do not think that elanse eonforms with
the Title of the Bjll. By passing the

[COUNCIL.]

clause, the Council will be giving away
some of its rights. The elause has been
inserted in this Bill to render it unncees-
sary for the Government to bring in an
Assessment Biil,

The Chief Secrctary: ITave yon not seen
that clause in any other Bill?

Hon. (. W. MILES: Not in any other
taxing Bill. I would like your ruling, Mr,
President, whether the clause is in order.

The PRESIDENT: I presume that the
hon. member implies that the Bill may be
contrary to a section of the Constitution.
The section whieh, I take it, the hon. mem-
ber has in mind is Sectton 46, of which
Subsection 7 reads—

Bills imposing taxation shall deal only with |
the imposition of taxation, and any provision
therein dealing with any other matter shall be
of no effect.

I may inform the hon. member that I have
read the Bill very carefully in considera-
tion of that particular part of the Consti-
tution Aect; and in my opinion the Bill is
in orvder. I rule that the Bill is in order.

Hon, G. W. MILES: May I inquire
whether you consider, Sir, that Clause 2
is in conformify with the Title ot the Bill?
There is nothing in the Title referring to
the assessment Act.

The PRESIDENT: But I think there is
no part of the Bill which does not deal with
the imposition and the fixing of the rate of
the tax. Perbaps the hon, member can point
out a part of the Bill which does not deal
with the imposition and the rate of the tax.

Hon. ¢. W. MILES, Personally, I do not
think the clause is in conformity with the
Title of the Bill. All we can do is to enter
our protest against the Government’s method
of taxation.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member can,
if he so desires, objeet to my ruling; but
otherwise he must aeecept it.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I di¢ not mean any-
thing disrespectful, Mr. President; and I
accept your ruling. e c¢an merely enter
our protest against the Government’s method
of finance. Personally I eonsider that the
Government are not getting in enough rev-
enue this year, and are nol economising as
mueh as they should. Instead, they arve spend-
ing money on works and undertakings in
respeet of which money eould be saved to
ba used for other and urgent purposes. I
do not wish to stress the tramway business,
which has been dealt with by other members.
That expenditure conld he saved. However,
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the Government continue to interfere, in-
stead of letting private enterprise do as much
as posstble and thus save the Government
from going cap-in-hand te the Loan Couneil
to borrow further. We have the exhibi-
tion of the loan now being offered. The
public are getting tired, and sooner or later
they will not subseribe for Commonwealth
loans,  The Government could out down the
Loan Bills if they did not inferfere so much
with private enterprise. I will say no more,
except again to enter my protest at the rais-
ing of the exemption and the reduction of
the rate on salaries from £8 to £11. 1 think
the inereases on the higher incomes were
necesgary and that sooner or later we will
have to be prepared to support the Govern-
ment in raising further taxation to finance
the ecountry.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.46]:
The Chief Secretary must have gathered by
the speech of the previous speaker and from
several interjedtions made by hon. members
during the debate that this House is not
going to object very seriousiy fo the increase
of the higher rates from 9d. to 1s. Surely
if the House is agreeable to raise the tax on
the higher incomes by about 25 per cent.,
realising that the Government must have
more money, the Governmeng should meet
us in the other direction, instead of inereas-
ing the exemptions. The House thinks that
the exemptions should he kept at £3 12s.
That is a matter of opinion, but if the Gov-
-ernment would say that under the very
serious finaneial position, notwithstanding
what they told their eleclors, they wounld
have to stick to the £3 12s. as the basis of
exemption, in all probability the House
would willingly agree to the extra taxation
on the higher incomes, and moreover the
Government would gel more money than
they are asking for under the Bill being
eonsidered.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [847]: 1 do not
propose to spend a long time in replying.
Hon. members understand what is contained
in the Bill. All T desire to say is that it
represents the poliey of the Government in
regard to financial emergeney kaxation legis-
lation. It has heen said that we are pander-
ing to a section. T do not call it pandering
at all. It has been the policy of this Gov-
ernment for at least four years.

Hon. H. Tuocker: It is not the polioy of
the Premiers’ Plan, is it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has Dheen
the policy of the Government and has noth-
ing to do with the Premiers’ Plan,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yon only seratched
home a year ago with a majority of one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That does
not matter. It has been the poliey of this
Government for four years and we are not
likely to depart from it.

Heon. L., Craig: You have no right to re-
duce the rate on the salaries of those carn-
ing £8 to £11.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When My.
Angelo suggests that this House will agree
to the increased taxation of 9d. to 1s.——

Hon. E. H. Angelo: I think the House
will. T will.

The CHIEF SECRETARY :—if the Gov-
ernment are prepared to leave the exemp-
tion at £3 125, even though it means addi-
tional revenue to the Government, ¥ answer
that we are not to be bribed in that way.

Hon. (. 'W. Miles: You represent the

taxpayers of the country. Are you going
to take it out of their hides?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I want

members to understand that the principle
we stand for and which is embodied in this
Bill, namely the exemption of the basie
wage earner, is something we are going fo
adbere to. Therefore, it is neeessary for
the exemption to be raised from the £3 12s.
level to £3 15s.

Hon, J. Nigholson: Three pounds fifteen
shillings is above the basic wage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1 never said
it was notf.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You said the exemp-
tion was fixed at the basic wage.

Member: The Government are making
provision for a higher basic wage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are fix-
ing it at £3 15s. to cover the different hasie
wages obtaining in various districts, With
regard fo the reduction granted to certain
persons who are earning hetween £7 and £9
a week, that has only heen decided upon by
the Government in a spirit of equity, with a
destre to be fair. Hon. members must re-
eollect that our attention was very foveibly
drawn to the faet that we were dealing
somewhat unfairly with that section of the
community by the Leader of the National
Party at the last elections, We took a little
notice of that.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That may have been
only political propaganda at election time.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may have
been. What the lon. member suggested
was that we had inereased taxation on that
section and reduced it on another section
and that the increase was not in the same
proportion.

Hen. I.. Craig: This is not the year to
make reduetions, anyway. It is one of the
worst years we have had.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We ac-
cepted as a fact what the I.eader of the
Nutional Party said, that it was an unfair
imposition on that partienlar section of
the community and we decided that at the
first opportunity we would endeavour te
rectify the position. We have done so., To
do so it has been necessary to alter the-steps
by which the increased taxation shall be
paid and, in addition, we have defermined
that those reeeiving the higher ineome shall
pay a higher rate of tax. What T said in
speaking {0 another Bill sannot be contra-
dieted, and that is that this will bring our
emergency and our ineome taxation fogether
on a level with the average for the whole of
the States of the Commonwealth, so that
the argument used thaf we are taxing our
people in Western Australia, or those on the
higher ineomes, higher than they are taxed
elsewhere, falls to the ground.

Hon. L. Craig: My argument ig that you
eannot afford to give taxation away in this
particular vear.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Govern-
ment have a reputation for sticking to
their promises and this is one of the definite
promises made and we will adhere to it

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Members of this
House have to try to make fhings equal, We
have a policy as well as you.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Members
have the right to agree fo the measure or to
reject it. I am merely telling them what
the position of the Government is and what
our poliey is.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Can you say when this
particular form of tax is likely to cease?
Why eall i6 emergeney faxafion; why nof
call it income tax?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Call it what
you like, but I think the hon. mentber will
agree that there is an emergency at the pre-
sent time and a very serious one.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: If anything is done
it will he done on the eve of a genera! elec-
tion.

[COUXNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
he the hon, member’s way of doing thines,
but it does not suit me to say that we will
do that. However, I do not propose to de-
lay the House any longer—we have had suf-
ficient talk on this subjeet—except to add
that, although we might have been eriticised

. from the point of view of not accepting mcre

revenue when it is possible to get it from
this tax, we believe that the tax as pro-
vided for by this Bill will yield approxi-
mately the same revenue as the tax did last
yeour.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Tt will vield more.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is an expent in these matters and,
apparently, knows more than the Commis-
sioner of Taxafion, but the Commissioner
of Taxation is the pevson upon whom we
have to rely. The hon. member will remem-
ber that T read out the opinion of the Com-
missioner of Taxation on this matter.

Hon. L. Craig: Youn need more money.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We may
eventually have to bring a further taxation
measure forward. At present we do not
think there is any necessity to do that. I
hope we will not take long to determine the
attitude of the House on this measure. T
may ask your indulgenee, Mr. President, in
saving that we are desirous of making pro-
gress as rapidly as possible. We feel that
it we are prepared to get down to business
in a gennine way, we may be able to con-
elude our husiness at this sitting. It may
take & gzood few hours and be late before
we finish, but there is every possibility of
our doing 80, and I hope members will help
ns.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill

Clause 1-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Imposition of tax:

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T have risen to
express the feeling which most hon. mem-
bers have with regard to the assessment
Bill. I do not see eye to eye with other hon.
members in regard to the assessment Bill
which was previously hefore the House. On
the present oceasion apparently it has been
decided nof to introduce an assessment Bill.

~With the exception of last vear, it has been

the enstam always to have an assessment Bill
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as a partner of the faxing Bill. T should
like to piace it on record that if this Bill
should pass into law, it must not be taken as
a precedent thai this House agrees io the
proposition that an assessment Bill is not
& neecessary accompaniment to a taxing Bill.
I want to make that elear so that in future,
I hope, the same course will not be adopted,
but an assessment Bill will accompany a
taxing Bill, so as fo give the House oppor-
tunity fo disenss more freely than is possible
on a taxing Bill the provisions of an assess-
ment Bill. Tn the Bill presented to us now
there is an ineorporation of clauses having
reference to the Assessment Aet of 1932 and
its amendments, but it would have been
better if an assessment Bill had come hefore
us.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not think the
point put up by the last speaker takes us far
enongh. He wants it to be understood that
this procedure is not to be taken as establish-
ing a precedent. Before we pass the third
reading of this Bill we should have a Bill to
amend the existing assessment Act. For
many years it has been the privilege of this
House that an assessment Bill shall come
down with a taxing Bill. The reason for that
is that we ean amend the assessment Bill but
can only request amendments in a taxing
Bill. Tt is a privilege that the House ounght
not to give away. We are centitled to have
another Bill to amend the assessment Aect;
then we should be giving away none of the
privileges that our predecessors have left to
ns.  Without the assessment Bill 1 de not
think we should pass the third reading of
this taxing Bill.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We can all take
the view that something may happen very
soon. The present position is not without
its dangers, One does not know what is
going to happeu. Sowme of this legislation
is of a vital nature and the Government mayv
presently find themselves in a very awkward
position, In view of that there is room for
a safe ecompromise. If 1 move certain
amendinents standing in my name on the
Notice Paper, and those amendments are
agreed to, a state of affairs will be brought
about that wmay last for a long time. In any
case something of a eritical nature may hap-
pen which will cause a greal deal of inecon-
vemnience to the Government. The Chief
Secretarv might well make a promise that
the Government will agree to bring in an
assessment Bill together with the taxing Bill.
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I trust the Minister will see his way clear
thus to meet the position.

The CHATRMAN: All this discussion is
scarcely relevant to the elause but there are
mitigating  circumstances that, perhaps,
should be cleared up now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
need for me to speak at any length on this
point. There is no necessity to bring down
an assessment Bill at all. We are now under
the orviginal assessment Act. That is the
machinery Act, but it is the taxing Bill that
matters. There is nothing to say that be-
caunse the assessment Aet provides an ex-
emption of £3 125, all people receiving
£3 12s. or less shall not pay tax. Tt has been
suggested that an assessment Bill should be
brought. down before this taxing Bill is
passed. We are not likely to bring down
an assessinent Bill until this House has
clearly indicated what it is going to do with
the taxing Bill. The Government say they
will not be dictated to by this House as to
whether they ave to bring down certain legis-
lation. But once the House is prepared to
pass the taxing Bill, then we shall bring in
an assessment Bill to put the position in
order. Other members huve expressed their
viewpoints. Mr. Angelo, for instance, said
he was sure that the House would agree to
the exemption of £3 12s, and that there
would be no objection to taxing the higher
rates of income, I thank My, Baster for
his words in regard to the necessity for en-
deavouring to complete the business of this
session, and 1 hope members wil] assist us
in that direction. Once the House has deter-
mined its attitude towards the taxing Bill
the Government will bring down an amend-
ment of the assessment Act.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Thiz session?

The CIlIEF SECRETARY : In reply to
Mr. Nieholson I say it is not always that
an assessment Bill eomes down with a tax-
ing Bill. ‘There was none last year.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That was owing to
special cireomstances.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
wish to argue constitutional points at this
stage, but it does not always follow that be-
cause = taxing Bill is introduced there
shall also be introdneed an assessment Bill.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The promise the
Minister has made gefs us over the burdle,
and will put the Council hack where it ought
to be.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 4 agreed fo.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Readiug.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [9.15]: I move—
That the Bill he now read a third time.

HON. J. CORNELL (Scuth) [9.16]:
Whilst the Bill was in Committee, 1 was
preclnded from expressing my views upon
it. T join with Mr. Baxter, Mr. Holmes and
other members in saying that, with the erisis
that is confronting us, a erisis that is Em-
pire-wide, it would not be wise to finker any
further with the financial preposals of the
Government. The Chief Secretary has done
the right thing to give an undertaking to
the House that this session, or before the
Bill is assented to, an amending assessment
Bill will be hrought down to deal with the
amount of cxemption.

The Chiaf Secretary: It is already printed.

Hon, J, CORNELL: I do not want te
discuss the question whether it is neeessary
to bring down an amending assessment Bill
when the figure in the taxing Bill proposes to
start at a higher rate than the exemption
get out in the assessment Bill. In my re-
collection, that has never happened hefore.
If a taxing Bill ean start at a higher point
than the cxemption portion of an assess-
ment Bill can start, there is ne necessity to
waste any time on what the exemption shall
be.

Hon. A. Thomson: You ave quite right,

Hon. J. CORNELL: It ought to cut beth
ways., The Government who wish to start
at the lower figure should start there, and
the Government who wish to start at the
higher figure should start there. Parliament
as a whole should be given an opportunity
in all assessment Biils to say what is a fair
fizure for the exemption.

The Chicf Secretary: You have the same
opportunity on a taxing Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. Were I in the
Chair, I would not accept an amendment
in the circumstances that the tax should
start at £3 12s. instead of £3 15s. That
would be an evasion of Section 46 of the
Constitution. It would inerease the burden
npon a large proportion of the taxpayers
such as weuld not he contemplated by the
taxing measure. The other matter has heen
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adjusted amieably and, as usual, in the best
spirit,

Quesiion put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Ritson—West) [9.20]. in moving the seeond
reading said: This is another eontinuance
Bill it is considered necessary to bring down.
Members are well aequainted with the pro-
visions of the Act itself. It provides that a
mortgagee shail not be permitted to enforee
bis remedy under a mortgage against the
demand of his mortgagor, without first ob-
taining the leave of a judge of the Supreme
Court, A similar provision applies to a
vendor of land under a contraet of sale.
With regard to judgment ereditors, it will
be recalled that the Aect prohibits sueh per-
sons from seizing the property of a judg-
ment debtor under a warrant of execution.
Some sugpestions have been made that this
Act should not remain on the statute-book
very much longer. I hope, however, in view
of the ecircumstances we are experiencing
this year, it will be agreed that this is one
of the emergency measures that it is highly
desirable we should continue for at least
another 12 months. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Question put and passed.
Bill vead a second time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL VALIDATION.
Second Reading,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W. H.
Kitson—West) [9.25] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill seeks to validate
eertain expenditure ineurred by the Northam
Municipal Council. Some two yesrs ago,
the municipal council agreed to assist the
Northam Road Board in the work of recon-
structing a section of road running from the
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Northam municipal boundary to the Noi-
tham cemetery. TUnder the agreement, the
council promised to provide £6800 by way of
plant and labour. Becabse portion of this
road is also part of the main road running
from Northam to Bolgart, the Commissioner
of Main Roads also agreed to assist in the
work of reconstruction. It transpires, how-
ever, that the council's aetion in inewrring
this expenditure was illegal, sinee il was
devoted to work not solely confined within
the boundaries of the municipality. Atten-
tion has been drawn to this breach by a
recent report of the council’s auditors. The
council’s agtion has, therefore, rendered the
mayor and councillors individually and
jointly liable for the full sum in question.
In view of the preponderance of persons
from the town avea buried in the road hoard
cemetery, it is felt that the ratepayers of
the municipality were morally bound fo
assist in the reconstruetion of the road lead-
ing to the cemetery. This sentiment has been
universally expressed by the ratepayers
themselves, who gave their approval to the
expendituve. No objections have been raised
to the proposed validation of the council’s
action, and I cannot imagine that there will
be any opposition to the Bill in this Cham-
ber. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [9.27]: It is
desirable that this Bill should be passed. I
endorse the remarks of the Chief Seereiary.
The municipal eouneil spent this money in
good faith thinking it was doing the right
thing. A similar position has arisen at
York recently, where money is requirved fo
be spent on the eemetery. Next session I
should like to move an amendment to the
Munieipal Corpovations Act to malke it pos-
sible for municipal couneils to spend money
in these civcumstances. I support the Bill

HON. J. J. HOLMES {North) [9.29]: T
am not offering any aobjection to the Bill,
but would draw attention to the last clanse
whieh provides that no legal proceedings
shall be taken against the munieipal author-
ity. This Bill is hrought down hy the Giov-
ernment. Another measure econtained a
similar clause, but another place objected
to it. I vefer to the Pearling Act Amend-
ment Bill, The two things are inconsistent.
One clanse was not wanted in the Pearling
Bill, bat

2581

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not diseuss a Bill not before the
House. At the same time, I think he has
achieved his objeet.

THEE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [9.307: I agree
that the hon. member has achieved his ob-
Jjeet.

The PRESIDENT: I think the hon. mem-
ber reeognises that he has been highly
disorderly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I kope I am
not disorderly when I say the two cagses ave
not synonymous.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Readivg.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-FEDERAL AID ROADS (NEW
AGREEMENT AUTHORISATION).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon W. H,
Kitson—West) [0.33] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: The Bill is neeessary and
really speaks for itself if members will
read the Schedule, which comprises the
agreement with the Federal Government.
The Bill proposes to authorise the Premier
to exevute that agreement with the Prime
Minister for the cxtension, with eertain
modifications, of the existing agrecment
for a further period of ten years as from
the 1st July, 1937, The agreement will re-
place the one that has operated for the
past ten yvears under which the State has
received certain moreys from the Common-
wealth with whieh to make and maintain
roads throughout the country., As members
are well aware, a conference was held a
little while ago, as a result of whieh it is
now desired to enter into a further agree-
ment extending over another period of
ten ycars. The new agreement will be of
advantage to the State in that more money
will he provided than previously, and from
that point of view alone it will be weleomed
by this Chamber. For the information of
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members, I shall point out that the Rill
is for a continnation of the existing agree-
ment with these modifications:—

1. The contribution proposed to be made by
the Commonwealth to the States will he on the
basis of 3d. per gallon ou imported spirits and
2d. per gallon on spirits distilled in the Com-
monwealth.

This repiesents an increase of 14d. per
aatlon on the former and ¥d. per gallon on
the latter, and it is cstimated by these in-
creases that about £120,000 extra will be
payable to this State,

2. In respect of the amount aceruing from
2144, of the 3d. received from imported spirit,
and from 1%d. of the 2d. received from excise
spirit, this will be hypothecated entirely to the
construction, reconstruetion and maintenanee of
the roads. The balance, consisting of 34d. on
imported spirits and %4d. on excise spirits, may,
at the option of the State, be spent on roads,
works or forestry.

Thus latitnde is extended in the expendi-
ture of the additional money to be made
available,

3. The Conunonweath desire that the main-
tenance and repair of roads forming approaches
to their properties within the State shall be

undertaken hy the State out of the moneys pro-
vided.

This was apmounced by the Prime Minister
al a reeent conference in Adelaide, and is
provided for in Clause 5. The draft agree-
ment, as received from the Commonwealth,
provided for the reconstruction, in addition
to maintenanece, of such roads, but we have
heen suecessful in having that exeised. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[9.37] : I congratulate the Government upon
having entered into this agreement for a
further period of ten years. We have to
thank the Bruce-Page Government for hav-
ing introdueed this legislation at the ountset,
and for having recognised that Western
Australia was entitled to special considera-
tion owing to its large area. The additional
amount we shall receive under the new agree-
ment will be of direet henefit to Western
Australia. I take this opportunity to place
on record my sincere appreciation of  the
excelleni work that has been carried out by
the engineering hranch of the Main Roads
Board. The authorities are continuning with
bitumen surfacing as far as funds will per-
mit, and the work undertaken is of a per-
manent natnre. On this oceasion we have
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to thank the Federal Government for re-
turning to the State a little more than we
contribute. It is only fitting that the Maip
Roads Board engineers should know that
members appreciate the excellent work they
have carried out in dealing with what is a
rather difficult task.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee.

Bill passed threngh Committee without
debate, veported withont amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.
RBill read a third time and passed.

RESOLUTION—EBETTING CONTROL
BILL.

To Inquire by Joint Select Commiltge.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December
on the following motion by Hon. G. Fraser
(West) :—

That in accordance with the request contained
in Message No. 31 from the Legislative Assem-
bly, a seleet committee of five memhbers be ap-
pointed, by ballot, to consider the Betting Con-
trol Bill; the committee to have power to—
(i) confer with the committee of the Legislative
Agsembly; (ii) ecall for persons, papers, and re-
cords; (iil) sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned; and (iv) adjourn from place
to place.

HON. & FRBASER {West—in reply)
{9.42] : I shall not delay the House by any
lengthy reply te the motion. I was sur-
prised at the few points raged during the
course of the debate. T aniicipated that
members would have discnssed it extensively
because it deals with the mattter that has
received much attention throughout Austra-
lia. In Queensland legislation has been in-
troduced, and in South Australia an entirely
different enactment has dealt with the same
subject. That clearly indicates that opinion
differs in the varions Bfates respeching this
problem. Two points were raised in oppo-
gition to the motion. One was that the
number of members on the joint seleet com-
wittee was too great. On examination, L
have been unable fo find any instance during
the past ten years of the appointment of
any joint select committee that comprised
fewer than five members from each Honse.

Hon. L. B. Bolion: Then it is time we
mended our ways.
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Hon. G. FRASER: The motion merely
Proposes to follow the customary proeedure,
and it is rather pecnliar that only at this
late stage should any objection be raised.
The joint seleet committee on secession
comprised five members representing  the
Legislative Council aud five the Legislative
Assembly.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That was an import-
ant matter.

Hon. &, FRASER: The joint seleet com-
mittee that deall with electoral matters con-
sisted of five members from cach House, and
that committes was converted into an honor-
ary Royal Commission. Wi also had a
select committee on the Bulk Handling Bill
and  that eonsisted of ten members, five
being from this Chamber. How then
can there be any foree in the argument that
ten is too many? T have gone back over a
period of ten vears and I have told the
House what the procedure has been during
that time. The faet was also mentioned
that this Committee would probably be con-
verted into an Honorary Roval Commission
and we were warned against taking seats
on it becanse we might then be considered to
be occupying an office of profit.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would that not be so
if the Commission adjourned from place to
place?

Hon. (i. FRASER: I do not think so.
What I want to know is whether the point
was raised genuinely or just as a subterfuge
to defeat the motion. Not only Mr. Holmes
referred to if, hut Mr. Nicholson did so, and
in Dbolstering up his point, Mr. Nichol-
son

Hon. J. Nicholson: 1 did not holster up
any point.

Hon. G. FRASER: Perhaps [ should
have used the word “emphasise.” Mr. Nie-
holson read certain statements made by the
Chief Seeretary in queting rolings that were
given 20 or 30 years agn. While he was
reading them T asked him fo again read
them, but he did not take any notice of my
request.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not hear you.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Chief Seceretary
last year quoted a ruling given by Mr
Sayer who ruled that not only eould Sir
Newton Moore—this referred to something
that took place zome vears ago--not veceive
any payment for his serviees, but that if he
aecepted the office when other members of
the Commission were to be paid, he would
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be guilty of a violation of the Constitution.
The Crown Law authorities also turned up
a ruling given by Mr. Septimus Burt long
betore Mr. Sayer gave his ruling, and Mr.
Burf’s ruling confirmed that of Mr. Sayer.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Even though fees
were not paid it was stated by My, Sayer or
Mr. Burt that there was still a rvisk.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is so, but on
a commission on which fees were paid to
some members.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, even thongh fees
were not paid.

Hon, (i. FRASER: But the ruling given
was that if the member aceepted a seat on
a eommission on which some members were
paid, although he did not collect them, he
would be conumitting a breach of the Con-
stitution. This, however, is to be a purely
honorary Royal Commission.

Hon. J. XNicholson: But the commission
will draw expenses and the risk will still
be there. ¢

Hon. G. FRASER: In view of the rulings
thut have been given and which I have read
out, I asked the Minister for Justice to
obtain for me a ruling from the Crown Law
Department in connection with the matter.
This is the reply that T received—

If a member of Parliament iz appointed to a
Royal Commission without any stipniation heing
made as to whether or not fees muy be drawn
by him, T think the ordinary construetion is to
be put vn the appointment and he wonld be
entitled to remumeration for his services, and
it would be regarded as an office of profit. It
however, it 13 an express term of the appeint-
ment that no fee is to be payable to the niember
for his services on the Commission, then it is
quite obvious that the appointment is not an
office of profit, Iu the first case the essential
factor is that the member i entitled to and could
draw a profit from his office notwithstanding
that he may choose subsequently to disclaim any
right to *his fees, hut this case is essemtially
different from the latter case I have quoted he-
cause the initial econdition of the appointment
i no payment, ete.

That is the ruling which the Minister for

Justice was good encugh to obtain for me
from the Crown Law Department.

Hon. J. J Holmes: On a point of ovder
As the selett committee, if appointed, will
nof be able to sit while the House is in
recess, and seeing that the House is now
about to go into recess and the committee
will never have an opportunity of carrying
on its work, I should like to know if we will
be in order in appointing the seleet eom-
mittee.
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The PRESIDENT: ‘The appointinent of
the Committee would be in order becaunse the
Honse has no right to anticipate something
that has not heen done

Hon. G. FRASER: I have dealt with the
only two points that were raised and I do
not propose to debate the subject any fur-
ther. There is no donbt that the time is not
far distant when something will have to be
done in connection with the matter which
the motion deals with, and so I hope the
select committee will be appointed in order
that the question may be investigated and
the result of the investigation placed before
members of this House for their gnidance in
the fature.

Question put and negatived.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[9.58] : There is no doubt that the Govern-
ment are in a most unfortunate financial
position since a state of emergency certainly
still exists. When we turned down the Enier-
geney Tax Assessment Bill a few days ago
the Premier made a statement to the “West
Australian” newspaper in which he insinn-
ated that members of this House had prac-
Heally taken their instruetions from outside
sources. We know the position of the Gov-
ernment and we also know our own. Speak-
ing for mysell, when I want information I
endeavour fo secure it from the best possible
sourece. If T require information about
finanee I approach the Associated Banks.
I have done this on several occa-
sions sinee I have been a member of
this House., I have inguired as tfo the
effect of taxation and financial Bills
that have been before us and the effect
they would have upon the country generally.
I elaim that we should avail ourselves of
every possible opportunity to gain informa-
tion about measures submitted to the House.
Last night Mr. Craig spoke on the Dairy
Marketing Regulation Bill and showed that
he eould gain considerable information from
the Sunny West factory.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Did not you speak on
the Bill?

Houn. H. V, PIESSE: Yes, and I went to
the Kafanning and Narrogin factories for
my information. I maintain that it is only
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right to call upon people controlling the
various industries in order to obtain aceurate
information. I was surprised at the remarks
of the Chief Secretary about the Arbitra-
tion Bill. We were all endeavouring to assist
him to get the business through the House.

Hon. J. J, Holmes:; I suppose yvou are
doing that now.

Hon. H. V. PTESSE: I intend to say only
a few words on that point. I have always
been a great believer in the Industrial Arhi-
tration Act. T did not take the opportunity
to speak on the Bill becanse—

The PRESIDENT : Surely the hon. mem-
ber is not speaking on a Bill not now before
the House! That is distinetly contrary to
the rules of the House.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Then I sheuld like
to refer to some of the observations made by
Mr. Mites. He is a great advocate of the
North-West.

The PRESIDENT: There is a Standing
Order that prohibits reference to a debate
on a matter not before the Mouse. I ask the
hon. member to confine his remarks to the
Appropriation Bill.

Hon. H, V, PIESSE: Well, T am shot
there alsa. Mr. Miles, in referring to the
Agrienltural Bank said that we represented
a large number of people who produced
commodities and did nothing else except ob-
jeet to legislation brought before the House.
When the Agricultural Bank measure was
before us, one of the greatest objectors was
the hon. member himself. He has lost sight
of the fact that in the North-West are
situated the Wyndham Meat Works. Al-
though the operations of the Agricultural
Bank have cost the State a lot of money in
the interests of the primary producers, the
Wyndham Meat Works have also cost the
State a large amount of money. T agree
that those works are essential to the develop-
ment of the North and that the North is
deserving of all possible encouragement. 1T
believe that railway eommuni¢ation should be
provided to conneet the meat works with the
outhack stations and thus assist the cattle
industry. If such {ransport were arranged,
possibly the meat works would he profitable.
Though the farmers in my provinee have
received considerable financial help from the
Agricultural Bank, T remind Mr. Miles that
the report of the Wyndham JMeat Works
cshows that the amount of accumnulated in-
ferest due to the Treasury is £963,677. Yet
My, Miles complains that we are continnally
groaning. Surely, with such a large amount



(10 Dzcemser, 1936.]

of interest debited against the meat works
there is justification for a groan. Members
representing the agricultural industry were
also twitted last night abont the Rural Relief
Fungd Act, us well as being reminded that we
wobject to Section 51 of the Agricultural Bank
Act. Mr. Miles stated that I had fought to
have the Federal grant made available to the
State passed on as a free grant to the
farmers. Let me compare the number of
electors represented by the varions members
in this House:—

West. Province, represented by Messres. Kitson,
Gray, and Fraser—8,320 electors,

Metropolitan Provinee, represented by Mesars.
Bolton, Frankiin, and Nicholson—7,280 elec-
tors.

Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee, ropresented
by Messrs. Clvdesdale, Maefarlane, and
Parker—28,860 electors.

Total for metropolitan area—44,460 elee-
tors,

South Provinee, represented by the President
and Messra. Cornell and Williams—4,098
electors. .

North-East Provinee, represented hy Messrs,
Seddon, Eliiott, and Heenan—4,078 electors.

Total for goldfields provinces—3,176 elee-

tors.

Members representing the farmers, who Mr.
Miles said were continually groaning, repre-
sent no fewer than 31,817 electors. Now I
oome to North Province, represented by
Messrs. Holmes, Miles and Angelo whose
electors total 941,

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
good men.

Hon. H. V. PTESSE : 1 admit, that. While
members of this House represent Western
Australia as a whole, T eannot overlook the
fact that each of the metropolitar® mem-
bers represents 5,000 electors, each of the
goldficlds members represent 1,000 eleetors,
and each of the mixed farming areas repre-
sents 2,700 electors, whereas Mr, Miles re-
presents 300 electors as his share of the
900.

Hon., L. Craig: But his vote counts for
as much.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is bad arvithmetie.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: Mr. Miles repre-
sents 500 electors ag his share and that
is probably why there are not many groans
from the North.

Hon, W. J. Mann: How many of the 300
electors live in the North?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: T am told that 350
per cent. Jive in the capital city.

Hon. J. J. Holmes interjected.

The Worth returns
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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: If there was an
opportunity to populate the North, the
hon, member would receive the greatest
support from the representatives of the pri-
mary producers in the south. You represent
a very large area.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Certzinly. Repre-
sentatives of the farming areas have many
people to deal with from a read board
point of view. There are 127 road boards
in Western Australia and 76 of them are
in the farming areas. That is all T need
to say about Mr. Miles. I know there
is no bigger-hearted man than he, though
he has a weakness for launching eriticisms
against the farmers who are experiencing
such a difficult time. The hon. member
claims to be very worried about the fin-
aneial position of the State. He quoted a
entting from a paper, and the quotation
reminded we of a lecture given by Dean
Inge when addressing a gathering of young
people in St. Paul’s Cathedral. He stated
that worry eould be deseribed as interest
paid ou trouble hefore it fell due. When
Mr. Miles in years to come considers his
worries about the finances of the State, I
think he will be able to say, ‘I have had
many troubles but most of them have never
happened.’’ Qutside this Chamber the hon.
member is an optimist, bhut inside he is
ever ready to destroy many of the sugges-
tions put forward.

The Chief Seeretary: You would not in-
clude him in the same eategory as Dean
Inge, wonld youn?

The PRESIDENT: The bon. member is
going beyond the limits of the Appropria-
tion Bill in diseussing the personal attri-
butes of a member of the House.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: T was discussing
the political position and also the finaneial
position to which the hon. member has so
often made reference. I support the see-
ond reading.

The hon.

HON. A THOMSON (South-East)
[10.13]: There are two matters npon which
I shonld like to touch. Some weeks ago I
asked a question as to the amount of clear-
ing done in the group settlement areas under
the scheme by which the Government pro-
vided work for single men. Affer a con-
siderable amount of delay, and after hav-
ing had to repeat the question, T was in-
formed yesterday that the complete clearing

[
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amounted fo 9,234 acres and that there had
been reconditioned approximately 6,159
acres, I asked the average cost of the elear-
ing and was informed that the average cost
per aere conld not he stated in view of the
varied work and position shown in the
answer to the first part of my question. At
the date of my first asking the cuestion,
three or four weeks ago, the Government
had spent €216,912. That works out at £15
per aere. Of the arvea cleared, 3,159 aeres
have heen reconditioned. Though ¢ominenda-
tion has heen expressed by the present Min-
ister for Lands npon clearing done in other
parts of the State by previous Governments,
I am bound to say that the elearing of this
land has cost a fair amount of money. As
rightly pointed out by the Chief Secretary,
the average cost per aere cannot be stated,
in view of the varying conditions. But how
will the Government arrive at the amount
to be charged for Jand eleared at sueh cost?
It is a reflection upon the Agrienltural De-
pariment and the Agrieultural Bank that
they should have already spent £216,000 on
this work amd yet nof be in a position to
state the cost per acre. It shows that there
is something wrong with their hook-keeping
methods.

The Chief Secretary: Ridiculous!

Hon. A. THOMSON : It is not ridiculous.
If T asked the Chief Secretary what it costs
per chain to lay water pipes from the Can-
ning Dam, he would be able fo return a
fairly accurate answer. We are entitled io
know the cost per acre of the elearing done.
If the cost continues at the present rate, a
quarter of a million sterling will be spent
on that purpose and the cost per aere will
not be ascerlainable. It is not full ¢learing
that is being done, but the eost is actually
over £15 per acre for elearing and recondi-
tioning. T realise the Government’s diffi-
cnlty in providing employment; but if that
is the general method of expenditure, I urge
the Chief Secretary to impress upon Cabinet
that there must be better control over ex-
penditure. One other point T wish to touch
upon in view of a motion submitted by me
with regard to voeational {raining of youth.
I know it may be said thaft in connection
with the scheme propounded, there have
heen more supervisors than applicants for
tuition. The weakness of that scheme is that
men of 20 and 21 vears of age are expected
to be abic to undertake the work without ex-
perience or fraining. It is the Government’s
bounden duty to provide a certain sum of
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money for sustenance while the young men
are undergoing training. I may point ont
that 30s. per week is granted to men on sus-
tenance work. Then surely it is not too muoeh
to ask, in view of the shortage of artisans
and tradesmen to which every contractor will
testify, that sustenance szhould be granted
to these young men. The Minister has been
invited by the Commonwealth to a confer-
ence to be held in the East for the pur-
pose of preparing a scheme of vocational
training for young men whom the depression
bas deprived of the opportunity to learn
trades. Mr, Moore has said that it would
be an excellent gesture if all sections of the
community were represented at the confer-
ence which is to snbmit a propesal. I need
scarcely say that I do not ask to be selected,
but a conference to consider a maticr of such
great importance should be attended by a
Minister. Then there are men who have
taken a keen interest in providing young
men with opportunities to learn trades. Some
of those men might be prepared to go over
to the eonference. I east’ no reflection upon
any Minister. I urge on the Government
that the inanguration of a better system of
book-keeping for the cost of cleaving in the
South-West by single men is essential. T
support the second reading of the Bill. Real-
ising that the Governmment mmst have their
Appropriation Bill, T offer no ohjection to
its passage.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [10.23]:
I think it necessary to offer a few remarks
in reply to Mr. Thomszon. I do not say for
a moment that the money spent on clearing
in thee South-West has heen economiecally
spent. I have also fo express regret that it
is necessarv to employ single men on thai
work. Nevertheless, if single men have to
be employed, I ean think of no work that
will do more ultimate goed than the work
npon which they are engaged in those wet
areas. It is recognised that the heavy-rain-
fail areas with a reasonably eool and moist
summer are the areas where the large popu-
lation of Western Australia will be earried
eventnally. I say this irrespective of the
fact that T live in that area. That circum-
stanee has nothing to do with what T say.
In those well-watered areas our population
will undeubtedly be earried.

The Chief Secrctary: We are all agreed
on that.

Hon. T.. CRAIG: Another important
point is that that same wet land is quite
valueless until improved.
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Hon. A. Thomson: 1 hope you do not
think I condemn the idea of clearing the
land. I condemm only the method of
clearing adopted and the cost.

Hon. L. CRAIG: This land must be im-
proved in order to make it of any value
at all. We are finding from expericnee that
the Jand is not of great value when first
improved. Land that has had the sun shut
off it for thousands of years, even after
the timber has been ringbarked and the sun-
licht has gof into the ground remains sour
for some eonsiderable time. Watching
closely as I have done, I can state that the
land in group seitlement arcas is only now
hecoming mellow and of good agricultural
valge. Ahout a fortnight ago when attend-
ing the Margaret River show, I was struck
with the entirely different outlook there is
amongst the people on the spot, and
also with the ditferent lock of the land itself.
It has now heen cleared for eight or nine
years, and at last is becoming mellow and
of agricultural value. Two group settlers
approached me at the show. They expressed
regrel at the unfortunate happenings down
there, and the bad advertisement that por-
tion of the country had received through
complaints by a section of the settlers. These
two men said, “‘If only we could get the
publicity thai those who are dissatisfied with
conditions here are getting, what a great
thing it would be for our district.” T agree
with that. Iiach of the two men then showed
me the authentie records of his dairy herd.
They are the best T have ever seen in West-
ern Ausiralia. One man had 20 eows averas-
ing over 330 lhs, of butter fat per eow, re-
presenting a net retnrn of over £17 10s. per
cow. The other man, with 14 cows, had the
same average. These figures show what the
country is eapable of. Tf work has to be
fonnd for unemployved men, it is desirable
that work should he found, first of
all, in a distriect where a large population
ean be carried, and, secondly, on land that
is not likely to be oceupied immediately, so
that when the area is required it will be in
a more or less mellow condition and immedi-
ately suitable for agrienlturn]l purposes. In
Bridgetown we are finding that land which
has heen ringharked for seven or eighf years,
t¥pical jarvah country, which under Govern-
ment eonditions would cost £20 per acre 1o
alear, is heing cleared level with the ground
for £3 per acre.

Hon. A. Thomson: And this other land
cost £15!
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Hon. L. CRALG. If that land is ring-
barked and the suckers are kept down, and
then' if the avea is just left for a period of
vears, the iponey spent on it will never he
wasted—not one penny of it.

Hon. A. Thomson: 1 quite agree with you.

Hon. T.. CRAIG: Virgin country under
any conditions cannot improve without hav-
ing time ¢n its side. Ringbarking and the
keeping down of suckers is all that is rve-
quired. That land should be cleared for £5
per acre, and then it would be in sufficiently
good order 1o be agriculturaliy valuable. I
support the Bill

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [10.29]: 1
desire to say only a few words on the.
Appropriation Bill, having said all I de-
sire to say on the Loan Bill and on Supply
Rills. I simply rise to point out to the
Minister in charge of the Appropriation
Bill that the custom is to hold over the
third reading of that measurc and make it
the last Bill of the session. I anlicipate
that that course will he adopted on this
occasion. We do not pass the third read-
ing of the Appropriation Bill until all the
husiness has ‘been cleared.

The Chief Secretary: I think it is just
about all ¢leared now., I do not think
there will he any new legislation c¢oming
in.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: There are fhree
or four messages to come from another
place. '

The Chief Secretary: Yes. We want to
get this Bill cleared out of the way hefore
dealing with those messages, hecause there
may be a conference.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If we pass the
third reading of the Appropriation Bill,
everything else can go by the board. The
Ministry can say good-night and good-bye.
That is the attitude we have always taken
in the past. Ii has never been ohjected to
by the Chief Seeretary’s predecessor that
the Appropriation Bill should be the last
Bill passed in the session.

Question put and passed. -
Rill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [10.33]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time,
1 would like Mr. Holmes to understand that

I am not deliberately doing something
that has not been done

by my pre-
decessor. The hon. member will rea-
lise we wish to get all these Bills

through the House as early as possible.
There is very little more on the Notice
Paper with the exception of those Bills
concerning which there are differences of
opinion between members of another place
and ourselves. Consequently I think the
hon. member will not object to the Bill
going through all stages at this period. The
hour is getting late, and we can never say
how long a conference will take.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [10.34]:
In view of what the Minister has said I
do not offer any further objection to the
third reading. All T desirved to point oui
was that it had been the eustom to make
this Bill the last of the session. But in
view of the peeumliar cireumstances that
have arisen I do not mind waiving my
opposition.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [10.35]: So
far as my understanding goes there is only
one ohjection to passing the third reading
now. .

The Chief Sccretary: There can be no ob-
jeetion at any time.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Well, only one rea-
son, then. The Appropriation Bill must
be passed. There is only one reason for
holding up the third reading, and that is
that we shall probably have to deal with an-
other amendment to tbe Financial Emer-
gency Tax Assessment Bill. I am satisfied
that the promised amendment will mature;
that cireumstances over which the Minister
and Premier have no control will intervene.

The Chief Seeretary: I have already told
the hon. member that the Bill is being
printed.

Question put and passed.

’

Bill read a third time, and passed.

[COUNCIL.

BILL—DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLITION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
‘Suburban) [10.38]: T do not desire to take
up much time on the Bill, but I wonld peint
out that distress for rent is in fact obsolete.
It is very seldom used. 1t is seldom used
in the cases of destitute people in dwellings,
but it is uvsed in distraining shops and
offices. I oppose the Bil because it does
not give the landlord any adequatz remedy
in exchange. In New Sonth Wales there
is a speedy remedy. That suggested in
Section 6 is tedious, slow and expensive. T
would support a Bill drawn up on the lines
of the New South Wales Aect, but I think it
would be dangerous to take away the land-
lord’s right of distraint unti] lie had another
remedy of the speedy right to eviet. The
guestion of a grocer or butcher or baker is
different. Tf they are not paid they stop
serving, but a landlord by law has to leave a
tenant in possession thongh he is not paying
vent. The eviction provided by this Bill
wonld take too long. If the New South
Wales provisions regarding eviciion in sub-
stitution for distress for rent were embodied
in this Bill T would support it, hut a= it is
I must oppose the Bill.

HON. H. TUCEEY (South-West}
[1040]: I oppose the Bill on similar
grounds to those mentioned by Mr. Parker.
T would like to sce a clause inserted to give
the landlord some protection. I know of
one case where a tenant has not paid rent
for three years, and the landlord has no
chanee of getting repossession of the pro-
perty. It is necessary that somne protection
should be given to the landlord.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—Waest) [10.41]: I intend fo sup-
port the Bill. As pointed out by the mover,
the legislation is like an appendix in a
hnman being’s body.

Hon. L. Craig: Needs cutting out.

* The HONORARY MINISTER: It is of
mo use. My experience has shown me that the
legislation now on the statufe-book is used
‘only by cruel landlords, and they have Lo get
the lowest possible human beings to act as
bailiffs; men who will do all sorts of despi-
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eable things. 1t is right that we should do
away with that sort of thing.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [10.42]: In
the last part of the Bill there seems to he
an anomaly.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: It is out of order.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It may he. I think
it will he out altogether. Under the Bill &
man on a weekly tenancy has exactly the
same consideration as the man on a longer
tenancy. He may be evicted in two days if
he does not pay rent for a week. The
man on a monthly tenaney, however, may
miss his rent for a week, but in the inter-
vening three weeks he mav be able to re-
cover his position and pay the debt. But
he is placed in the same eategory as the
man on the lesser tenancy. We know that
honest men meet with adversity, but there
come periods of rehahilitation in which they
try to meet their just debts; but T am satis-
fled, taking the part of the State which T
represent, that there are landlords who take
advantage of men who are up against it. Tf
has happened that men on monthly tenan-
cies who have met with temporary adversity
have heen put out in order that the land-
lords might get in someone ¢lse who will
pay more. T have given the illustration in
this House of how a man met a friend in
Kalgoorlie and asked him +where he was
living and what rent he was paying. The
man fold him and about a week Iater the
landlord informed the man that ha would
have to get out. The friend honght him
out. The friend offered the landlord more
rent than the man was paying. ¥ he were
given another week he might possibly find
the money with which to pay the renf. As
Mr. Nicholson has said, there iz the ques-
tion of a man on a six-monthly tenaney.
My experience of landiords has been that
if one is prepared to pull his weight in the
contraet, they are satisfied, The trouble the
landlords are np against is that it seems to
he a weakness in human nature not to pay
if one can get out of paving.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East—in
reply) [10.46]: T will be brief in my re-
marks, because T am afraid it will only be
adding to those remarks I made when mov-
ing the seccond reading. T am glad to
gather from Mr. Parker that substantially
he agrees with the principle of the Bill.
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He says the time has arrived when distress
for rent is obsolete. T think I can easily
argne from that that it is time it was
abolished altogether. However, I must join
issue with the hon. member when he states
that Clanse 6 is tedious, slow and expen-
sive. In the first place I would point out
that under that provision the tenant who
is owing a week’s rent can be given two
days’ notice of the termination of his ten-
aney. I do not think anyone could agrec
with Mr. Parker that that clanse is either
tedious or slow, and I have previously
pointed ont that it is not expensive. If
the tenant fails to leave the House after
receiving two days’ notice, the landlord
can go to the court and issue a summons;
he will get fo the court inside a week, and
for the expenditure of about 10s. he can
secure an order of the court for ejectment,
and the costs, of course, will be added to
the rent that the tenant has to pay. r.
Tuekey says that he knows a case where
for three years a tenant did not pay his
rent. The answer to that, surely, is that
the landlord was more to blame than the
tenant. As regards Mr. Cornell’s eonten-
tion that there is no differentiation in the
Bill  belween a weekly tenant and a
monthly tenant, I say that is a protee-
tion that the framer of the Bill thonght
neeessary from the landlord’s point of
view. Most people who rent houses are on
a weekly tenaney, and I think I ean hon-
estly assert that the passing of the Bill
will have the effeet of making tenants more
careful to pay their vent, because they will
know they ean be evicted at short notice,
and will also make landlords more careful
about letting tenants inte their houses.
However, the remedy is a very drastic and
barbarous one, and I must say in fairness
to the average landlord that my experi-
enve is that the remedy is fvery rarely en-
foreed, although my instruefions are that
in certain suburbs of Perth it is a remedy
that is adopted very frequently. I think
the merits of the measure have been fully
placed before the House. If members agree
that distress is ont of date and places the
landlord in an unjustly unfavourable posi-
tion as compared with other creditors, and
works unfairty from the point of view of
the merchant who lets a wireless set or a
piano, they will support the second read-
ing.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 11
Majority for 3
AYEa,
Hon, I. Cornell Hpo. E. M. Heenan
Hon. L. Craig Hon, W. H. Kitaon
Hoa, J. M. Drew Hon. W, J. Mabn
Hon. C. G. Elllott Hon. H, V. Piesse
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. . H. Wittenoom
Hon, G. Fraser Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. A. M. Clydesdale
{Teller.}
Noes.

Hon. B. H. Angelo Hon. J. Nicholeon

Hau. C. F, Baxter Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. L. B. Balton Hon, H. Seddon

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. Thomspn
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Tueley

'Hnn. G. W. Miles (Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.:

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon.
E. M. Heenan in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 6—T.andlord may deterinine ten-
aney:

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment—

That the worda ‘‘notwithstanding any period
speeified in Section 100 of the Local Courts Act,
1904, he struck onf.

Here is where a tenant has nol paid his
rent for a week. It wili take a certain
time for the landlord to get a summons,
and it will he at least two days after-
wards before the case is taken by the court.
I am sure that some members did not read
this elause or did not understand if.
Distress for rent is used in the eity almost
exelusively in the case of tenants who occupy
. offiees and shops, but do not pay their rent.
i[n the case of poor people distress for rent
i1s very rare, The practice is used ag a
threat for the sole purpose, in the case of
dwellings, of enabling the landlord to re-
gain possession of the dwellings, and in the
case of shops and offices it is used for the
purpose of enabling the landlord to get his
rent from other tenants. Why should a good
landlord be vietimised because there happen
to be a few bad landlords? Some landlords
may be obliged to live on the rents of their
premises, and should be able to take some
sieps to see that they do get an income from
that source.

{COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
see how the amendment would fit in. See-
tion 100 of the Local Courts Act deals with
many things. How c¢an we have one set of
eonditions in one Aet and another set .in
another, both bearing on the one subjeet?

Hon. H. S. W, Parker: This amendment
will not deal with the Local Counrts Aet.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: 1 am opposed to
the amendment. Proceedings of this sorf
have always been taken under the ILocal
Courts Act, Section 100 of which is speci-
ally drafted to deal with such cases. This
clanse merely reduces the period set out in
that section,

Hon, A, Thomson: What would the differ-
ence in eost be?

Hon. E. M. HEENAX : Very little, though
I admit that proceedings under the Local
Courts Act would be more expensive than
under the Justices Act.

Hon. L. Craig: Which is the quicker
method ¥ '

Hon. E. M. IEENAN: The Justiees Act.
1 submit that proceedings hefore the ‘loéal
eourt are quick enough., An experienced
magistrate wounld deal with each case, buf
the same experience inight not be in evidence
if the case came before justices.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the amendment is
carried, two different periods will be re-
ferred to in different Aets. The clause, on
the other hand, as printed provides for a
definite period and should stand.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: This claunse
was added to the Bill in another place dur-
ing the Committee stage. A great deal of
confusion will undoubtedly arise from it,
but the confusion will be lessened if my
amendment is carried. I am sorry the clause
has not been properly considered.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN : I had intended to
move an amendment earlier in Clause 6 be-
cause I think hardship will be inflicted if
the Bill is eonfined only to weekly or monthly
tenancies.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
too late.

Hon. J. NICHQLSON: Yes, but I shall
move for the recommittal of the Bill.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

Recommitial.
On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clause 6.
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In Committee.

Hon, J. Coruell in the Chair; Hon. E. M.
Heenan in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6—Landlord may determine ten-
ancy.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The clause will
confine the application of the Bill to weekly
or monthly tenancies. Many offices and
houses are let on yearly tenaneies, and I do
not think it was intended to exclude them.
I move an amendment—

That in line 3 the words ‘¢ weekly or monthly**
be struck out.

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: The intention was
to confine the Bill to weekly or monthly
tenancies, but I shall not oppose the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 after ‘‘tenancy’’ the words

“tor lease’*! he inserted,
The clanse refers to a landlord or lessor
being empowered to determine tenancies and,
as there is a reference to lessors, we should
inelnde provision for leases.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

MOTION—MINES REGULATION ACT.

To Disallow Amendments to Regulation—
Standing Order Suspension.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the
proceedings.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [13.27]: I
desira to move for the suspension of a
Standing Order,

The PRESIDENT: As the Chief Secre-
tary is in charge of the business of the
House, I take it he has no objection to what
Mr. Cornell is about to do.

The Chief Secretary: No.
~ Hon. J. CORNELL: Earlier in the sitting,
there was a debate on a motion for the dis-
allowance of eertain regulations under the
Mines Regulation Act. When the Honorary
Minister moved the adjonrnment of the de-
bate till to-morrow, he did so in the ordinary

re1]
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way. Circumstances have moved rapidly
sinee phen and I understang that there will
be no sitting to-morrow. The parties
interested conferred with you, Mr. President,
and the Mirister in order to arrive at a deci-
sion on the matter at this sitting. With that
object in view, I move—

That so much of Standing Order 121 be sus-
pended as to rescind a resolution passed at this
sitting of the House earlier in the debate on
the motion to disailow certain regulations under
the Mines Regulation Aet, 1906, now on the
Table of the House, until the next sitting of the
House, and that the debate be continued forth-
with.

The PRESIDENT: An absolute majority
is required before such a motion can he
carried.

Motion put.

The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-
sentient voiece, and more than an absolute
majority of members present, I declare the
motion carried in the affirmative.

Motion thus passed.

Personal Ezplanation.

The CHIET SECRETARY: I wish to
make a personal explanation. When I was
approached regarding this matter, I stated
I had no objection to the motion being
placed before members beeaunse, when the
adjourtment was moved, it was understood
there would be another sitting. Sinee then
other developments have taken place and we
are hopefnl that the session will end with
this sttting. I pointed out to the hon. member
who appreoached me that T was prepared to
give this House an assuranee on hehalf of
the Government that until the House had
had an epportunity of dealing with the regu-
lations, the Government wonld see that they
were not arhitrarvily enforeed. I wish the
House to know that, because it may have
some effect on the way in which members
will record their vote. I have not had an
opportunity to o into the whys and
wherefores of the matter, and so I must leave
it at that. I do, however, repeat my assur-
ance that the Government will see to it that
the department do not unduly enforee the
regulations.

Debate Resumed.
HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [11.32]:
I find myself in the position that I am quite
prepared to accept the assurance of the
Minister, which in the eircumstances will be
nuite satisfactory. T understand that legal
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difficulties have arisen in connection with
this regulation whieh may render it undesir-
able, but I wish it to be understood that I
am prepared fo accept the Minister’s assur-
anee.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [11.33]:
1 also am prepared to accept the Minister's
assnrance but it appears to me that we will
lose our only chanee of dealing with the
regulation. Unless it is objected to now it
will beeome permanent, and thus we shall
lose our right to object to it. I aceept the
assurance given that the Government will not
arbitrarily enforce the regulations, but the
diffienlty is that Governments eome and Gov-
ernments go, and we might have a Minister
in power who would want to enforce the
regulations, in which ecase the Minister’s
assuranee would not he worth anything.
While I accept the Minister’s assurance I
can only repeat that it does not bind his
SUeCessors.

HON. C. E. WITTENOOM (South-East
—in reply) [1%.35]: Owing to the lateness
of the hour I do not propose to say anything
beyond expressing the hope that members
will support the disallowance of the regula-
tion.

Question put and passed,

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Retorned from the Assembly with amend-
ments.

BILL—DAIRY PRODUCTS MARKETING
REGULATION AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL—PURCHASERS’ PROTECTION
ACT AMENDMENT.,

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assemnbly disagreeing
with the amendment made by the Couneil,
now considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the 1Ton-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause” 2—Insert, after the words “to
month” in line 16, the words “and such re-
port shall he published immediately in the
‘Government Gazette’”:

The CHATRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing to the amendment is as
follows:—

In view of the provision made for Government
audit, and the presenting of same to Parliament,
thia is considered sufficient publicity.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: T was respon-
sible for the amendment, but I do not pro-
pose to argue the matter, Personally I
cannot understand why the Government
should have opposed the publication of the
reports of the Government Auditor.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 11.45 p.m. to
12.24 a.m.

BILL—TRADE DESCRIPTICNS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly disagreecing
fo six amendments made by the Counci! and
agreeing it~ two amendments subject to
further amendment now considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

No. 9. Clause 8, Subeclause 4 (a), (i),
page 6:—Delete the words “an inspector,”
in line 37, and substitute the words “the
Minister.”

The CHATRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing to the amendment is that the
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administrative duties should be the respons-
ibility of the inspeectors appointed under the
Act.
The HONORARY MINISTER : I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Under the Factories and Shops Act the
inspectors discharge the administrative
duties and it would probably be difficult for
the Minister to undertake this work.

Hon, W. J. MANN: We should insist on
the amendment. I have diseussed the matter
with a nnmber of leading members of the
Press and they are particularly desirous
that in view of the serious consequences in-
volved, someone with greater authority than
an inspector should issue the orders. An
inspector might be mistaken in his concep-
tion of a case; we should consider the pos-
sibility of error. While 1 have nothing dero-
gatory to say of inspectors generally, they are
usnally versed in one particular calling only.
An advertisement might cover one of a thou-
sand things, and to expeet an inspector to be
an authority on all of them would be unfair.
The newspupers contend that it will not
inconvenience the Minister if, where action
is desired to be taken, the inspector reports
to the Minister and the Minisier gives the
case additional consideration. In that way
the risk of error would be largely obviated.
The newspapers are anxious that someone
in auvthority, for preference the Minister,
should be the person to issue a warning. If
later it was found that the issuing of warn-
ings beecame irksome to the Minister, an
alteration could bhe made. However, it is
not anticipated that there will be many of
these warnings.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The in-
spector musi necessarvily be an experienced
and qualified man. The Minister must take
adviee from his experts, in this case the
inspectors. The amendment would eanse
much delay, thereby largely nullifying the
measure.

- Question put and a division faken with the
following 1esult :—
Aves .. .. .- . 9
Noes .. . . - 13

Mujority against .. 4
. AYES.
_Hon, J. M. Drew Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
" Hon. G. Frager Hon. A. Thomson
. Hon: E. H. Gray Hon. L. B. Bolinn
Hon, E. M. Heenan (TeNer.)
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Nyes,
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, H, Seddon
Hon. H, Tuckey
Hon. C. H. Wittencom
Homn. G. B. Wood

Hon, G, F, Baxter ’
Hen, L. Craig
Hom, . G, Elliott
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmes i
Hon. W. J. Mann Houn, H, V. Piesse

Hon, G. W. Miles (Teiler.)

Question thus negatived; the Couneil’s
amendment insisted on.

No. 11 Clanse 8 Subclauvse 4 (b)Y (i),
page 7:—Insert affer the word “Section,”
in line 15, the words “snech warning to be in
writing signed by the Minister and delivered
at the place of business of the printer”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment made hy the Assembly

on the Council’s amendment be agreed to.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I am glad that the
Minister in another place has recognised the
necessity for a written warning. The ac-
ceptance of the clanse is contingent upon
the acceplance of a further .amendment
made by this Chamber, T asked for 12 hours’
notice in the ease of daily newspapers and
24 houry in the case of others. T have been
chided sinee for not asking for longer notice
in the case of papers other than daily. The
matter serionsly affects snch journals as the
‘“Westralian Worker,” the “Primary Pro-
ducer,” “Sunday Times,” “Mirror,” and
all but the very smallest papers in country
districts. Suclk papers print a poriion of
their issue a day, and sometimes two days,
before the date of publieation. That pro-
cedure is essential. Most of the papers will
not receive advertisements on the day of pub-
lication, because thev cannot then handle
them. The large advertisements have to be
eleared off on Friday in the case of a news-
paper published on Sunday, so as to leave
the staft free to deal with last-minute news,
telegrams and so forth. Suppose an ad-
vertisement was received by such a paper on
Thursday, and set up and printed in many
thousands of coples. Next thing a warning
is received that the adverfisement contains
something false. In those circumstances the
newspaper would bhave to cast aside the
whole of that portion of the issne, and prob-
ably have to set up afresh an entire page
and make up the issue again. Twenty-four
hours’ notice wonld mean that a paper pub-
lished on Sonday would have to reeeive
notice before midnight on Friday. News-
papers will do everything possible to help
the Government in the suppression of mis-
leading advertisements, The Minister in an-
other place has not aceepted the periods of
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12 and 24 hours; bnt if the technical diffi-
culties in the newspaper sphere were ex-
plained to him, doubtless he would agree fo
the hours mentioned in this Chamber's
amendment. T assure hon. members that the
newspapers are greatly alarmed.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I have pleasure in
supporting Mr. Mann in the stand he has
taken. This amendment would cause serious
inconvenienee and loss to the great majority
of newspapers. Take small country news-
papers, of which there are scores, published
once n week. The front and back pages have
to be printed a day, or perhaps a couple of
days, before the issue of the paper. In the
case of a paper published fwice a week in
a larger town, the front and back pages have
to be printed a day before. In the case
of a paper published three itimes a week,
the pages have to be printed the first thing
in the morning; otherwise it would be im-
possible to issue the paper. If an inspeetor
eame in within cight hours of publication of
the paper and gave the direction that a false
advertisement had heen appearing, the whole
issne would he saerificed. In the interests
of newspaper proprietors of Western Aus-
tralia, I hope the Couneil will insist on its
amendment.

The CHATRMAN: I remind hon. mem-
bers that if they want to adhere to their
amendment, they will vote the motion down.
The question is that the amendment made
by the Assembly be agreed to.

Question put and
Assembly’s amendment on
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 8: Subelause {(4) (b) (1),
page 7:—Insert after the word “section”
in line 15, the words:—"such warning to he
in writing signed by the Minister and de-
livered at the place of business of the
printer.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 move—
That the amendment he not insisted on.

Hon, W. J. MANN: For the same reason
I gave previously, I hope the Committee will
insist upon the amendment.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
¢il's amendment insisted om.

No. 12. Clause 8: Subelause (4) (b) (ii),
page 7:—Insert after the word “possession,”
in line 18, .the words:—

“or in .the case of any catalogue, book, or

publication in which such advertisements

are purely incidental suck printer has

negatived; the
the Couneil’s

[COUNCIL.]

amended the false advertisement to the
satisfaction of an inspeetor so that the
advertisement no longer offends against
this Aect.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment made by the Assembly
on the Council’s amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the amendment
on the Council’'s amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clanse 14:—Delete the word
“off” in line 11 and substitote the words
“not exceeding.”

The HONOQRARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not insisted on.

No.17. Clause 15:—Delete Subelause 2:
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Amendment put and passed; the Conneil’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 19. New Clanse:—Add a new clause
after Clause 23, to stand as Clause 24, as
follows :(—

24, This Aect shall continue in force
until the thirty-first day of Deeember,

1938, and no longer.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon, H. SEDDON: T hope the Commit-
tee will insist on this amendment.

Question pui and negatived; the Counecil’s
amendment insisted on.

No. 20. Sechedule:—Add the fellowing
items to the Schednle:— )

“Clothing and materials for clothing
made wholly or partially of wool.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1T move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Thiz Bill was in-
troduced in another place, and aceording to
the published report of what the Minister
said, it originated from the woolgrowers of
this country. The Minister said, “I think
members of the Primary Producers’ Confer-
ence a few weeks ago apart from the Pas-
toralists’ Association also passed a resolu-
tion urging that legislation of ihis nature be
introduced at the earliest possible moment.”
He added that a great amount of misrepre-
sentation had been going on in recent years
in regard to alleged woollen zoods being
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oftered to the buying public. The Govern-
ment when introducing this Bill had this
particufar amendment inserted. It was
taken out in another place, for what reason
I do not know, but I heard indirectly that
the Government had not the numbers pre-,
sent at the time. This originally was essen-
tially a wool Bill. It was to profect the
public from being sold shoddy for pure
wool. We should insist upon the amend-
ment in view of the fact that the words were
in the Bill when it was originally brought
down,

The CHIE} SECRETARY: I am in-
clined to agree with the hon. member, but
I think the objection in another place was
to the word “partially.” If the hon. member
were to move to delete “partially” and in-
sert “mainly,” probably that would meet the
case.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: This, as Mr.
Holmes has said, is the most important pro-
vision in the whole of the Bill, at all events
from the woolgrowers’ point of view. A few
days ago I went into a big warehouse fhat
imports woollen goods. The manager of
that warehouse pointed out to me that where
even a small quantity of silk or cotton was
wsed in a suit length that was mainly of
wool, under this provision they could not
sell that unless the frade description was
placed on it. If we were to agree to the
Chief Secretary’s suggestion I think we

should get over the diffienlty. I move an
amendment—
That “‘partially?’’> be struck out .and

““mainly’’ inserted in lieu.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am afraid wc do not
know mueh about this subjeet. I under-
stand that seavcely any first-class garment
to-day is made wholly of wool. Anyhow,
what does “mainly” mean? Does it mean
51 per cent.?

The Honorary Minisier: It means more
than “partially.”

Hon, L. CRAIG: There are some high-
class maferials that carry a mixture of wool
and eotton, and: which are known by trade
names. I understand that the demand for
those goods is equal to several times the
supply. Tt is not a question of finding
buyers for them, but of securing the neces
sary quantity of the stuff. I believe that
definite inquiries should be made before we
take this proposed action.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: TThe wool people
have agreed fo tax themselves in order that
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ihe value of wool may he realised and
advertised. The Pastoralists’ Assoelation ran
a wool week in Perth. What happened?
They thought that some of the retail traders
would be putting jokes over the public about
pure woollen goods, and so they took pre-
cautions and got prices from the retail shops.
In one of the first-clase houses in Perth a
lady got a pattern and a price. When the
wool week came on she went round the shops
again and found that the article of which
she had got a patbtern was marked “pure
wool, price 185” On ler previous visit the
article had been deseribed to her as a mix-
ture of wool and cotton. I am not going to
compromise on this amendment.

Hon, H, V. PIESSE: We have in the
Schedule, blankets, bedding aund flannel.
Under the regulations any other goods can
he added to the Schedule. The general
manager of thai hig warehouse T visited was
wearing i suit, the material of which earried
small marks of sitk. He said, “We could not
put this material T am wearing on the
murket if vou pass that amendinent.” Yet
that material was 99 per cent. wool.

The CHAIRMAN: I understand that the
Honorary Minister desires a inodification of
the motion before the Committee.

The Honorary Minister: I suggest that.

The CHAIRMAN: The original amend-
ment made by the Council was to add the
following items to the Schedule:—Clothing
and material and elothing made wholly or
partially of wool. The Assembly has ob-
Jected to the word “partially.” I suggest
that we poss the following:—

The Couneil insists on its original amend-
ment with the following modifieations:—Cloth-

ing and materials for clothing made wholly or
mainly of wool.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: Very well, I will
agree to that and will alter my amendment
accordingly.

Amendment put and passed; the Coun-
cil’s alternative amendment, agreed to.

Resolutions and the

adopted.

reported report

A commiitee consisting of the Hon, W, J.
Mann, Hon. H. V. Piesse and the Honorary
Minister drew up reasons for not agreeing to
certain of the amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.
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BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon W.H.,
Kitson—West) [1.28] in moving the seeond
reading said: This is the Bill which I assured
the House would be bronght forward before
the sitting coneluded. It is an amendment to
the Finaneial Emergency Tax Assessment
Aect, 1932-1934, and is in aceordance with
the Financial Emergency Tax Bill which this
House agreed to some hours ago. There is
no necessity for me to do more than point
out that the exemption provided in this Bill
is for £3 15s. as against £3 12s. in the exist-
ing Act. The third elanse also amends See-
tion 9 of the Aet, but that is.really a con-
senuential amendment. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. G Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 4 of the
principal Aet:

Hon, J. NICHOLSONW: There is one
small matter to which I desire to draw
atlention.  Af the end of subparagraph (i)
there is a reference to income heing “less
than” £195 per annum but in subparagraph
(i1) there is a reference to the limitation
respecting salary or wages “less than” £3
15s5. per week. I was wondering whether
the words “shall not execed” should appear
instead of “not less than.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am ad-
vised that the wording of the subparagraph
1s quite eorrect.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Very well.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 3, 4—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed,

BILL—DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLITION.
Assembly’s Message.
Message from the Assembly notifying that
it had agreed to Amendments Nos. 2, 3 and
4 made by the Council, and had agreed to

[COUNCIL.)

Amendment No. 1 subject to a Further
amendment, now considered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Corell in the Chair; Hon. E. M.
Heenan in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 6.—Delete the wouds
“weekly or monthly” in line 3.
Assembly’'s  amendment to  Conucil's

amendment No. 1.—At the heginuing of the
amendment before the word ‘‘Delete” insert
the words “Insert after the word ‘tenant’ in
line 3 the words ‘or lessee’ and.”

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: T move—

That the amendment on the Counecil’s amend-

ment be agreed to.
The Assembly’s amendment is really eom-
plementary te that which was moved by
Mr. Nig¢holson and to which the Assembly
agreed.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment on  the Couneils amendment
agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—PETROLEUM.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying
that it had agreed to Amendments Nos.
to 6 and 10 to 23 ineclusive and bhad dis-
agreed to amendments Nos. 7, 8, 9, 24, 25,
26, 27 and 28, for the reasons set forth in
the Schedule annexed, now considered.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.
No. 7. Clause 16: Subelause 2:—Delete
the word ‘‘four,”’ in line 14, and substi-
tute the word *‘eight.”’

The CHAIBRMAN: The reason given by
the Assembly for disagreeing to the amend-
menb is as follows:—

The amendment provides that the reward lease
to be granted to the sceond licensee to discover
payable petroleum in the same oil provinee shall
be increased from four square miles {o eight
square wmiles.

In view of the large area provided for the
first discoverer of oil in the State, and also the
first discoverer of oil in any oil province, it
is considered that four square miles ia ample
for the sccond discoverer, It must be borne in
mind that this area is granted after oil has
been diseovered in the State.
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The GHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. H, SEDDON: 1 do not intend to
aslc the House to insist on the amendments.
I am given to understand that it is not
intended to agree to any of those which the
Council made, and, in the circumstances,
the best thing we can do is to aceept that
position. I wish to make my attitude clear.
The amendments I moved were with the
idea of endeavouring to establish seientific
control of petroleum ocecurrences in Wes-
tern Australin. The conditions laid down
in the Bill will perpeluate all the evils as-
sociated with petrolenm development in
other countries. However, that is & mat-
ter for the CGovernment to determine. I
have done my duty in bringing the position
nnder their notice and I shall not ask the
House to insist on the amendments.

Question put- and passed; the Conneil’s
amendment not insisted on,

No. 8, Clause 16:—Insert a new Sub-
clause 3 as follows:—‘(3) The licensee
mentioned in Subsection (1) and in Subsee-
fion (2} of this section shall have the pre-
ferential right to apply for and obtain four
ordinary petroleum leases under Division 3
of this Part of this Aet.”’

Assembly’s reason for disagreeing to the
amendment: The discoverers of oil referred
to in Subsections (1) and (2) of Section 16
are granted large areas which are free of
rent for a period not exceeding five years,
and on which & very small royalty is col-
lected. By giving them a preferential right
to obtain four ordinary petroleum leases,
their reward is being further inereased. It
is already provided under the Act that a
person can hold up to five petroleam leases
in any onc oil field, and it is therefore
competent for the holder of a reward lease
to apply for ordinary leases. To agree to
the amendment would grant them another
1,280 acres.

No. 9. Clause 46, Subelanse 2: Delete
the words ‘‘one hundred and sixty acres™’
in lines 22 and 23 and substitute the words
‘“three hundred and twenty acres.’’

Assembly’s reason for disagreeing to the
amendment: It is considered that the area
provided oviginally under the Act, of 160
acres for ench oil lease, is ample. A person
ecan lwold five oil leases within the one oil
field, or a total of 800 acres.
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No. 24. The Schedule: Part 1, para-
eraph {a) :—Delete the words “For the first
five years of the term of the lease” in first
line and substitute the words *“For the first
two years of the term of the lense no royalty
shall be charged, and for the nex{ three
years the royalty shall be”

Assembly’s reason for disagresing to the
amendment: The amendment provides that,
not only shall the holders of reward leases
have large areas free of rent, but they shall
not pay any royalty for two years. A con-
siderable amount of oil might be produced
within the two years from which the Gov-
ernment weuld get nothing. The royalty
provided originally was quite low ecnough.
Papua provides for a royalty of 10 per cent.
at well-head, in addition to a rental of 1s.
8d. per acre per annum, and the lodgment
of a bond of £10,000. We provide for a
royalty for the first five years of 5 per cent,,
rent at the rate of 6d. per acre, and no
bonds as far as leases are concerned.

No. 25. The Schedule: Part I1:—Delete
all words after the word “seale” in second
ling down to and ineluding “15 per cent.”
in eleventh line and substitute the words:—

“For the first two years a royalty not
exeeeding five per eent.;

TFor the remainder of the term of the
lease a royalty not exeeeding ten per
cent.; such pereentage to he determined
by the Minister.”
No. 26. Delete

proviso.

No. 27. Paragraph {3} of the proviso:—
Delete the words ‘““the royalties preseribed
in this Part shall ba the respective percent-
ages therein set forth” in the first and
sceond lines and substitute the words “such
royalty shall be a percentage.”

No. 28. New paragraph:—Add a para-
graph at the end of Part IT., as follows:—

“Such royalty shall he payable ai such
times, and subject as aforesaid, in such
manner as  preseribed by regulations
under this Act?

Assembly’s reason for disagreeing to the
amendments:—Nos, 25 to 28: It is con-
sidered that the royalties provided orizinally
are reasonable. They are on a sliding seale,
and it must be borne in mind that oil will
have already been discovered in the State
before these leazes are taken up. Our lease
rents and ather econditions are most reason-
ahle.

paragraph (1) of the
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On motions by the Chief Seerctary, the
foregoing amendments were not insisted on,

Resolutions reported, the veport adopted
and a2 massage accovdingly returned to the
Assembhly.

BILL—PEARLING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.

Assembly's Further BMessage.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it continued to disagree with two amend-
ments made by the Council, now considered.

In Committee.

. Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

The CHATRMAN: On page 100 of the
minutes members will find the message sent
to this Chamber by another place giving
reasons for having disagreed to the amend-
ments made by the Couneil to the Bill. The
Council decided to insist on those amend-
ments, and a message was returned to fhe
Assembly. - For the first time in my recol-
lection an unusual course has been adopted,
that is to say, a nessage was returned by the
Assembly to the Council intimating that the
Assembly continued to disagree, but no
farther reasons were given for the continned
disagreement. Our Standing Orders pro-
vide that when the Council amends a Biil
and returns it to the Assembly, and the
Assembly disagrees with the Council’s
amendmenis, a message comes back to the
Council, and the Council can either insist on
its amendments or ask for a conference, or
move that the Bill be laid aside. In this
instance the Counecil returned the Bill and
insisted on its amendments. Then the
Assembly veturned the Bill with a message
intimating that it continued to disagree with
the amendments made by the Council, but
the usual practice of asking for a conference
was not followed. The Assembly returned
the Bill, with the bare statement that it con-
tineed to disagree with the amendments. The
Couneil can now ecither return the Bill to
the Assemhly with an intimatien that it con-
tinues to insist on the amendments, or it
can ask the Assembly to agree to a con-
ference. Should the Assembly decline, then
the Bill wili be lost.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Council no longer insists on its
amendment.

[COUNCIL.]

Ioun. J. J. HOLMES: I intend lo ask
the Hous: {o insist upon the two amend-
ments, and I eall the attention of members
to the fact that this Bill, since its return
to this House on the 5th November, has
heen at the hottomn of the Notice Paper.
The reason the Assembly gave for disagree-
ing to our smendments was that the board
should have the widest choice in connection
with insurance. Qur amendment gave the
hoard the widest choice,

Hon. L. Craig: Wider than the board had
hefore.

Hon, J. [J. HOLMES: The oviginal Bill,
as it eamn to us, provided for insurance with
the State oifice, and our amendment enabled
the board to insure with any company.
Lloyd’s will insure anything, anywhere and at
any time, S0 we hnve given exactly what the

Asgembly wants. It was said here that the local

insurnnce eoompanies had refused to quote.
I do not blame the Minister beecanse he
zets his information from another place.
I took the precaution to inquire whether
the insurance companies had been asked to
gquote, and was informed that they had not
heen asked. The Minister in charge of
the Bill in another plase repeated the
statement. YWhen T saw that I got into
touch with the chairman and secretary of
the Underwriters’ Association—two men
whom T had rot met before—and asked
whether it was a fact that they had been
approached and had refused to cuote. The
position appeared te he that the chairman
of the Underwriters’ Association was
asked to meet the Minister in conference,
hut the chairman is bound to secrecy as
to what happened. The Minister does not
appear to have heen hound. The mystery
surrounding the Bill iz difficult to under-
stand. The fact remains that the chairman
and secretary said they had not been asked
to quote. To say that they had refused
to quote when they had not been asked is
clouding the issme. I suppose we¢ should
deal with the two amendments separately.

The CHAIRMAN: Take them both to-
gether,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No. 2 amendment
can go. We have been trying to protect
the board from personal liability to any
creditor, and another place says the amend-
ment is not necessary. It passed a Bill
for bush nursing containing a similar
clause, and I noticed that the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing Regulation Bill also econ-



(10 Decearper, 1936.]

tained a similar clause. Yet for the pearl-
ing industry it does not matter.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It should be iusisted
on.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should insist on
both amendments.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I am only speaking
for myself. 1 do not think there is any
hope of saving the Bill. Mombers ean see
that it has been kept back till the last
day of the session.

The CHAIRMAN: As the Assembly eon-
tinues to disagree with both amendments I
wi]l take it that the Minister moves that
the two amendments be no longer insisted
on. The alternative is for a member to
move that the Council continues to insist
and asks for a conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendments be no longer insisted on.

I cannot say more than I have said previ-
ously. I have been definitely advised that
the Underwriters’ Association were ap-
proached and declined to undertake the
risk. Therefore it became necessary to
seek other means of insurance, and as the
State Insurance Office was the only office
that would take the risk, prdvision was in-
serted to include the State Insurance
Office. -

Hon. G. W. Miles: We would be. stulti-
fying ourselves if we included the State
Insurance Office.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment have been advised that the amend-
ment is unnecessary beeause the board will
be a body corporate. I recognise that there
is = difference of opinion between Mr.
Nicholson and the Crown Law authorities
on that point, but I must support the con-
tention -that there is no necessity for
amendment No. 2. :

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I think we should
return the Bill and continue fo insist on
the amendments.

The CHAIRMAN:
conference?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No, beeause the
Minister in charge of the Bill has stated
through the Press that he will not have a
conference.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is unofficial.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Send the Bill back
and let another place ask for a conference
or drop the measure. The responsibility

And not ask for a

for dropping the Bill wonld then rest with

another place, not with us. :
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Hon. H. V., PIESSE: 1 should like to
know who advised the Mimister that the
Underwriters’ Association would not quote.

The Chief Secretary: The Minister in
charge of the Bill

Hon. E, H, ANGELOQ: I am anxious that
the Bill should become law because it is
desired by the pearlers of Broome. To help
to get finality, I am prepared not to insist on
amendment No. 2.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That would not over-
come the main diffienlty.

Hon, E. H, ANGELOQ: There is a differ-
ence of opinion between the Government’s
advisers and Mr, Nicholson as to the need
for the second amendment and thevefore I
would agree not to insist on it. Still I ean-
not agree to amendment No, 1. It makes the
provision so wide that the board could insure
with the Underwriters, Lloyds or the State
Insurance Office.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Even with their illegal
State Insurance Office?

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: I object to includ-
ing the State Insurance Office in the Bill be-
enuse we would be stultifying ourselves after
having thrown out the Bill to legalise the
State Insurance Office.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER : Some extraord-
inary arguments have been advanced. If, as
the Minister said, the State Insurance Office,
which does not exist officially, is the only
office that will quote, why refer to any other
insurer? What could be wider than the
choice we have given the Government? I am
reminded of the man who was afraid to hit
the father and so he took it out of the child
Another plage is endeavouring to sacrifice
the pearlers for some reason which I eannot
fathom.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I hope members will
continue o insist on the amendment. The
dispute has arisen through a hit of pig-
headedness on the part of the Minister in
another place. We have given the widest
possible choice; the board might insure
wherever they like. The Minister is trying
to force our hands, and if we continue to
insist on the amendments, we will put the
Bill back into the Assembly and throw on
him the responsibility of dropping it.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I wish the amend-
ments to be put separately.

Hon. L. Craig: No.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I would agree to
No. 2, but T certainly cannot agree to No. 1.

The CHATRMAN : The issue seems to he,
whe is going to ask for a conference?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would not
have spoken again but for the assertion
about pigheadedness.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Your friend’s state-
ment in the Press shows it. ‘

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 might
draw a eomparison between the so-called pig-
headedness of the Minister in another place
and the attitude of members here.

Hon. G. W, Miles: We will not stultify
ourselves for the Minister or for the Govern-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Members
have been advised that tbe State Insurance
Office is the only one that will undertake the
risk,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Qur amendment would
not prevent that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Although
that is so, members have said, “Thai’s all
right; you c¢an insure with the State Acei-
dent Insurance Office if you like but for
goodness’ sake don’t mention the name of
that office!” Is not that an example of pig-
headedness? The Bill is not a Government
Bill at all. I am supporting my colleague
in another place though it iz not in any way
his Bill, contrary to what has heen alleged.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- o ..

. Noes .. .. .-

Majority against ..

| w1 &

AYEB.

Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. E. M, Heenan
Hon. W. H. Kitaon
Hon. A, M, Clydesdale
{Teller.)

Hon. C. G. Eliott
Hon. J, T. Franklin

Hon, J. M. Drew
Cc
Hon. G.

Frager

Noss.

Hon. E. H. Angelo
Hon. C, F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. W, J. Mann

Hon. H. 9. W. Parker
Hon. H. V. Piesse

Hoen. H. Seddon

Hon. A. Thomson

Hoo. C. H. Wittenoom

1 Hon. G. B, Wood

Hon. G. W. Miles Hon. J. I. Holmes

Hen, J. Nicholson (Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the Council’s
amendments again insisted on,

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembiy.

BILL—-ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Amendments.

Schedule of 35 amendments made by the
Assembly, now considered.

[COUNCIL.]

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2:—Delete the words “over
twenty-one years of age” in line 23, page 2.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I move—

That the amendment he not agreed to.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Are we supposed
lo wmemorise all these amendments? We
have nothing either printed or written
before ns.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members have
to take the Bill as it left this Chamber and
went to another place. We are in a posi-
tion of some hardship, the same position as
members of the Assemhbly are more fre-
quently in. The position is reversed in this
instance. It is mot often that a Bill
originates here, as this measure did. Hon.
members of the Council will now be able to
appreciate what this Chamber ocecasionally
infliets on hon. members of the Assembly.
I shall leave the Chair for ten minutes.

Sitting suspended from 2.25 1o 3.40 am.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
is vital to the Bill. TIf wec agree to the As-
sembly’s amendment it will mean that all
quadroons and those of less than quarter-
hlood will be exempted from the provisions
of the legislation. It will mean that the
child of a half-caste mother will not be
brought within its seope, and many of these
people in the Great Southern will have all
the privileges of the white race.

Hon. L. Craig: And their mothers will
not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
and these people will have the right of
entry to public houses, and so forth.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2. Delete the words “un-
less that person expressly applies to be
brought under this Act and the Minister
consents” in lines 29, 30 and 31, page 2.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
ment is really consequential upon amend-
ment No. 1. I move—

‘That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment nof agreed to. ’

No. 3. Clause 5. Add the following pro-
viso at the end of line 39, page 3: “Provided
that any quadroon, so long as he is under
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the age of 16 vecars, whose parents (or
parent if only one smrviving or known) are
or is ordered or have or has applied {and
obtained the consent of the Minister) to be
elassed as natives or a native shall be elassed
as a native.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The same
applies to this amendment. I move—

That the amendment he not agrced to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4 Clause 3. Delete Subelause 2,
page 4.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : This amend-
ment is in the same category. 1 move—

That the amendment he not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5, Clause 6. In paragraph (b),
line 12, delete the words “if and when re-
quired by the eommissioner.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : [f we accept
this amendment, it will mean that any in-
spector will have the right to enter any in-
stitution and inspect it of his own valition,
notwithstanding that it may be controlled or
managed hy his superior officer. That
shounld not appeal to members. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed fo.

No. 6. Clause 6. Add “peuodmallv” to
the end of the clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is an
amendment that we can agree to, although
the word is really redundant. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 7. Clause 11. Delete paragraph (c)
of the Clause, lines 20, 21, 22 and 23 of
page 5.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The delcetion
suggested by the Assembly is rather im-
portant, and T hope the Committee will not
agree to it. Section 15 deals with persons
who assist the escape of an aboriginal from
an institution, and if the Assembly’s amend-
ment be agreed to it will exelude nafives. I
stress the umportance of retaining the provi-
sion. It is necessary to be in a position to
deal with those who wilfully assist natives
te effect escape from such control. 1
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 8. Clanse 12. Delete the words “use
such force as may be necessary to” in lines
G and 7 of page 6.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
particularly important amendment, and the
clanse is vital to the Bill. If we agree to it,
it will mean that medieal officers appointed
to inspect natives in the North, where lep-
rosy and venereal diseases are prevalent,
will not have the power that is essential to
enable the examinations to be cavried out.

Hon. L. Craig: And the Legislative As-
sembly want to remove that power?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Tt may
be argned that we have anthority under the
Health Act, and that natives may he re-
quired fo report. If we had to rely upon
that provision, the position in the North
would he impossible.

Hon. J. J. Holmes : The natives \\nuld 0
bush.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
they would. I move—
That the amendment he not agreed to.

fuestion put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendinent not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 13. In line 23, delele the
word “twenty-one” and insert the word “six-
teen.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The effect
of the amendment would be to reduce the
guardianship age from 21 to 16 years. I
think the period between 16 and 21 years
of age, in many instances, is the most im-
portant, and during that time we should
have control of the natives. [ move—-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assemhly’s
amendment not agreed to. ‘

No. 10. Glause 13.—Delete paragraph {¢),
lines 30 to 36 inclusive,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We bad a
long discussion on this matier and agreed
{o the principle. It is most necessary from
the point of view of the commissioner in
looking after the interests of the natives
employed in various parts of the State. I
nove—-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 14—After the word
“amended,” in line 37, insert a new para-

the Assembly’s
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graph (a) as follows:—“(a) By adding
after the word ‘protector, wherever it oceurs
in the section, the werds ‘or inspector and
‘(b)’ b1

No. 12. Clause 14.—After the word “pro-
viso,” in line 38, insert the words “and
Pparagraph.”

No.13. Clause 14.—After the word “the
at the end of line 46, insert the words
“refusal to grant, or buy a”

On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendments were agreed to,

No. 14. Clause 14.—At the end of the
clause, page 7, insert a new paragraph as
follows:—“For the purposes of this proviso
an application for a permit shall be deemed
to have heen refused unless it is granted
within threce months after the time when
application is made for the permit to com-
missioner.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Where a
person applies for a permit and the com-
missioner does not eome to a decision with-
in three months, the applicant shall have the
right to asswme that it has been refused
and may appeal to a magistrate. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clanse 16.—In line 13, after the
word “protector” insert the words ‘“or
inspeetor.”

On motion by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendment was agreed to.

No. 16.—Clause 16. In line 18, delete the
word “twenty-one” and insert the word
fgixteen.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
ment comes within the cafegory of one al-
ready disagreed to. T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to. ]

No. 17—~Clause 17. In line 31, delete
the word “lwenty-one,” and insert the word
“sixteen.”

On motion by the Chief Seecretary, the
foregoing smendwment was econsequentially
not agreed to. .

No. 18.—Clause 31, line 14. After the word
“balance,” insert the words “between the
widow or Lusband of the deeceased and/or
the next-of-kin, if the same or some of them
can be ascerfained according to the laws of
the Siate, in accordanee with and in the

[COUNCIL.]

manner preseribed for the administeation of
the estates of persons dying intestate by the
Administration Aet, 1903, and if such
widow, husband, and/or unext-of-kin cannot
he aseertained.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Where a
native dies and leaves property the same
position wili obtain as applies to a white
man. We have determined to give the eom-
missioner certain rights to deal with pro-
perky on account of the difficulty of dealing
with it under the ordinary law. For a consid-
erable time the Curator of Intestate Estates
has approved of the Chief Protector acting
in this way, and we are asking that the pro-
cedure he legalised to facilitate matters for
all coneerned. The Assembly’s amendment
would pui us back into the position we
oceupy todav. I move— '

‘That the amendment be not agrecd to.

Question put and passed; the: Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 19.—Clause 21. In line 24, after the
word “enfitled,” insert the words “ander the
regulations.”

On motion by the Chief Seeretary the
foregoing amendment was agreed to.

No. 20.—Clause 21, line 37, delete the
word “indigent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
serious amendment and should not he ac-
cepted. The clause provides for a fund for
certain purposes and the indigent native is
the one for whom we desire to cater. Under
the amendment we would not be permitted
to cater for him, but the benefits would be
restricted to natives who are the responsi-
bility of other people.

Hon. L. Craig: The amendment would
leave it open to any native, including an
indigent native. )

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Ag a mattter
of fact, it will nullify the object of the
clause,

Hon. L. Craiz: Who is to decide whether
a mnative is indigent?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : In this case
it would rest with the Commissioner, or
possibly with the owners of the station. I
move—

‘That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment noi agreed to.

No. 21,—Clanse 21: After the word “ae-
cident” in line 3 of paragraph (h) of pro-
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posed new Section 33B insert the words “in
the course of employment under any such
permit.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
agree to this amendment either, because the
fund is designed to cover the indigent native
who falls ill or who suffers an aceident. It
has nothing to do with employment. The
fund is designed to meet the expense that
will have to be inenrred in the supplying of
medical atttenion. I move—

‘That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 22—Clause 21: Delete sub-paragraph
(ii) of Sub-section (3) of proposed new
Section 33B.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
very serions amendment. In effect this
would mean that in eases the elanse deals
with, a sick man could be left on the door-
step of the protector and those responsible
would think no move about if.

- Hon. G. B. Wood; We spent o lot of fime
over this clause.

The CHIE¥ SECRETARY:
did. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Yes, we

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
anendment not agreed to.

No. 23. Clause 22, line 4 of paragraph
(b): Delete the words “and for the past
maintenance of the child.”’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
propose to raise any strong objeetion to
this amendment. On many occasions is
the department called upon te take the
responsibility for the maintenance of chil-
dren, and I do not see why the depariment
shonld not be able to recoup itself. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 24. Clause 25: Delete paragraph (d)
of Subelause (2).

The CHIEF SECRETARY : This is deal-
ing with the right of the Commissioner to
object to & marriage between natives, so
long as he objects in writing on the pre-
scribed form. We had a long discussion
on this point. One feature that I stressed
was the fact that all kinds of mixed mar-
riages take place from time to time. Tt
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may be desirable that the Chief Protector
should object to a marriage being cele-
brated between a full-blood native and a
half-caste woman,

Hon. L. Craig: Does that mean objecting
to a tribal marriage?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, to a
Christian marriage. If there should be any
tribal objection to the marriage the Chief
Protector has the right to object also.
However, that is a different point alto-
gether. There are many reasons that might
enuse the Chief Protector to raise ohjec-
tions to any marriage. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed fo.

No. 25. Add the following proviso to
Subelause 2: ‘‘Prdvided that any native
who is aggrieved on account of any objec-
tion by the Commissioner under this seec-
tion may appeal to a magisirate.’”’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not many
cceasions arvizse when an appeal will be
made. If one is made, it will cost the de-
partment some expenditure. I have, how-
ever, no strong objeetion fto the amend-
ment. I move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

Neo. 26. Clause 26, line 13: Delete the
words ‘‘less than £25 nor,”’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
ment means that the Assembly wishes to
cut ont the minimum fine of £25. That will
leave the pocition soeh that the fine may
be ouly 10s. and costs. It is time a pen-
alty was imposed that could be looked upon
as a deterrent. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 27. Clanse 286, line 1, page 13: De-
lete the words ‘‘shall he re-numbered as

Subsection 3”7 and insert the words %“is
hereby deleted’’ in lieu:
The CHIEF SECRETARY:: This is a

very important amendment from the point
of view of the white population. If it is
agreed to, it will mean that any policeman
may take acton against any individual who
has or has attempted to have sexual in-
tercourse with a native. If there was a
difference of opinion between two persons,
one might take action against the other
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out of spite. The safeguard against thas
is the provision that such action shall not
be taken without the permission of the Com-
missioner. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 28. Clause 28, line 14-—Delefe the
word ‘“enter” :

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I can foresee
a danger if this amendment is agreed to. A
native may enfer upon licensed premises
without being seen, in which case probably
no action wonld be taken against the
licensee. On the other hand, if the word is
taken out, an aboriginal may think he has
a perfect right to go upon licensed premises.
It is important that the word should he left
in the clause. I move—

‘That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon, L. CRAIG: This is a case of an
offence by the licensee who may be unaware
that a native has entered upon his premises.
That should not he regarded as an otfence
and render the licensee open to a prosecu-
tion. .

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I believe this
provision is taken word for word from the
Licensing Aect. We should at all events
object to the amendment,

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.

. No. 29. Clause 30, lings 11 and 12 —D¢-
lete the words “except with the consent of
a protector who is not a police officer™:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Thiz denls
with native trials. A lot of trouble may be
saved if such matters ave left to the discre-
tion of the Commissioner. I do not know
what the position is from the legal aspect.
The words might save much trouble and
expense.

Question put and passed; the Assembis’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 30. Clause 31.—In line 35 delete the
word “may’’ and insert “shall.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : This amend-
ment, if not ridiculous, is impracticable.
There may he no head man of a tribe, or the
authorities may nof know where he is, or he
may be three or four hundred miles away.
Surely the court is the best judgz whether
the head man should be called in fe
assist in a particular case. Apparently the
desize is that therc shall he a head man

[COUNCIL.]

present at each trial. Then, if a head man
could not he found to assist, the trial could
not proceed. T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question pub and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed fo.

No. 31, Clause 31.—In line 18, affer the
word “appeal” add the following provisa:
“Provided that the wife of an aceused native
shall not be a ecompellable witness.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : This appoars
a desirable amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 32. Clause 31.—At the end of the
clause, add the following provigse: “Provided
further that ne such permission shall be
granted north of the eighteenth parallel of
Sonth latitude.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If North-
West mewmbers approve of the amendment, I
shall raise no objection to it. The Assembly
cvidently wishes to provide that the permis-
sion shall not apply to country north of the
18th parallel of South latitude. I under-
stand the objection is that natives are highly
careless with poison, and that there have
been two or three accidents, with the result
that men have been seriously ineonvenienced
through the actions of natives. Under the
amendment if one wanted & native lo poison
a few dingoes or foxes, one would not he
able to let him do it. The amendment scems
too drastic. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
awendment not agreed to.

No. 33. Clause 34.—In line 5 after the
word “account? insert the words “of the re-
fusal by the Minister to grant such cortifi-
cate, or.”

No. 34. Clanse 34.—1In line 7 after the
word “resides” insert the words “The magis-
trate may make such order regarding the
issue or reveeation of the certificate as in
his opinion the justice of the ease requires,
and such order shall be giveu effect hy the
Miuister.”

On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 35.—New clause. Insert a new elause,
to stand as Clause 28, as follows:—28. A
new section is inserted after Section 44 of
the princinpal Aect, as follows:—ddA. A
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native child shall not, without the written
consent of the Minister, attend a Govern-
ment elementary school within the meaning
of the Education Act, 1928, in any district
or locality where there is_a native Institu-
tion which is accessible and available within
a distance of five miles to such child for the
purpose of such schooling or edueation.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would like
to ingaire, Mr. Chairman, if the new clanse
is wrthin the scope of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I should say not. It
is more a matter for the Education Aect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: [ raise that
question in order to get vour opinion on the
point. If the amendment he agreed to, we
shall be faced with an extraordinarily seri-
ous position. It will mean that in any distriet
where there is a native institution, irrespec-
tive of what it may be, every nalive child
will have to go to that institution, provided
he can he taught there and facilities for that
purpose are available.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It does not even say
that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is true.
This amendment would be all right if we
considered the position at Gnowangerup be-
canse there is a mission there, and T bave no
doubt the native people would have no ob-
jection to their children attending that par-
ticular sehool. Tn other distriets, however,
there are schools or missions helonging to
eertain  denominations. As they are the
only ones in the respective distriets, the
native children will be compelled to attend
them and will not be allowed o go to any
other school. Many coloured people are
living respeefable lives, especially in the
Great Southern, and no objeetion is raised
to their children attending the ordinary
schools at present.

Hon. L. Craig: There is 0 good deal of
objeetion on the part of white people.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Theve is ob-
jection in some places, but not in others.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I have not heard of
any place where objection has not" been
raised.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There are
quite a number of such places. Will the
lion. member say that it is right to foree
native children fo attend a school 50 or 60
miles away from their homes?

Hon. L. Craig: But this applies only
within five miles of the child's home.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: On perusing
the Aszembly’s amendment, copies of which
are not available to members, I find that Mr.
Craig’s statement is correct. 1 point out
that native children are attending 27 State
schools at present, and if the amendment
should he agreed to and those native child-
ven forced to attend institutions for abo-
rigines, it will be most unfair.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The first point to
consider is whether the new clause is within
the scope of the Bill

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
and I thought the Chairman would have
ruled it-out of order.

The CHAIRMAN : The Chairman has no
power to runle ont an amendment made by
the Legislative Assembly. If we had dealt
with this amendment in Committee, I would
have ruled it out of order as not eoming
within the secope of the Bill, and being an
amendment more properly to be moved in
connection with the Education Aect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: The provision that
the native children ean attend schools if the
Minister gives his written consent provides
sufficient protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The
amendment was proposed mainly, I believe,
to deal with the position at Gnowangerup,
but if it be agreed to, it will apply to the
whole State. At Broome, native children
would be compelled to go to the eonvent.

The CHATRMAN : If my memory serves
me right, there is no such disqualification in
the Edncation Aet, but if the Assembly’s
amendment be agreed to, a disqualification
will be provided.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: This matter is
in the hands of the Minister and he can
contro} the sitwation. That should be suffi-
eient protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
opposing the amendment for the sake of
opposing it. What position shall we be in
in all those places far distant from Perth
in the North if the amendment is carried?
1t will mean that every child must go to the
native insfitution within a distance of five
miles for edueation, nnless the Minister
gives him 'permission to attend the State
sehool.

Hon. I. Craiz: How many schools are
there of the natore of the Gnowangerup
Schonl?
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-The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite a
number. There are others at Mt. Margaret,

Derby, Broome, Beagle Bay, Port Hedland
and so on. ' :

Hon, G. W. Miles: It would mean that
vou would he giving exemption certificates
for perhaps 100 children.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T am to give
100 exemptlion tickets to children to attend
schools which would come under the juris-
diction of another Minister, T disagree with
the amendment.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I have to
stick to my reputation of fighting for the
district I represent. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that the school at Gnowangerup has done
very good work. The point is why should
not these children go to the school that is
provided Lhere?

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment not agreed to.
Resolutions  reported

adopted.

A Committee consisting of the Chief
Secretary, Hon, E. H. Angelo and Hon, L.
Craig drew up reasons for disagreeing to 24
of the Assembly’s amendments.

Reasons sdopted, and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

and the report

BILI—TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.
Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying thbat it continued to disagree
to the Councils amendments Neos. 9, 11,
and 19, declined to agree to the Council’s
further amendment to No. 20, and insisted
on itg further amendment to No. 10.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Gornell in the Chair; the Homnor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The message is merely
a repetition of the previous one.

No. 9. Clause 8, Subclanse 4 {a) (i), page
6 :—Delete the words “an inspector,” in line
37, and substitute the words “the Minister.”

No. 11. Clause 8, Subclavse 4, (b) (i),
page 7:—Ingert after the word “seetion” in
line 15, the words “such warning to be in
writing signed by the Minister and delivered
at the place of business of the printer.”

No. 19. New Clanse—Add a new elause
afterr Clause 23, to stand as Clause 24, as

[COUNCIL.]

follows:—This Aect shall continue in force
until the thirty-first day of December, 1938,
and no longer.

No. 20. Schedule:—Add the following
items to the Schedule:—"“Clothing and
materials for clothing made wholly or parti-
ally of wodl.”

No. 10. Delete the words “the Ministey”
in lines 3 and 4 and insert in lien thereof
the words “an inspector.” Delete the words
“twelve hours befere the date of publiea-
tion” in lines & and 6 and insert in lieu
thereof the words “eight hours before the
usual time of publication.” Delete the word
“twenty-four” in the last two lines and n-
sert in lieu thereof the word ‘sixteen.”

On motions by the Honorary Minister, the
foregoing amendments were again insisted
om.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Asgembly.

BILL-PEARLING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Couneil, and noti-
fying that at such conference the Assembly
would he represented by three managers,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [7.20]: I move—

That the Assembiy’s request for a conference
be agreed to; that the managers for the Couneil
be Hon, G. W, Miles, Hon. H. 8. W, Parker,

and the mover, and that the conference meet
forthwitlh in the President’s room.

Question puot and passed.

Sitting suspended from 7.21 a.m. lo
8.25 a.m.

BILL—TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Meseage from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ments insisted upon by the Council and
notifying that at such conference the As-
sembly would be represented by three mun-
agers. :



[10 Decemser, 1936.]

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [8.26]: I move—

That the Assembly’s request for a conference
be agreed to; that the conference take place
forthwith in the Chief Seerctary’s room and
that the managers for the Council be Hon. W,
J. Mann, H. V. Piess¢ and the mover.

Question put and passed.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it insisted on all its
amendments.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Counecil continve to disagree to the
amendments nuwle by the Asgsembly and dis-
agreed to by the Council.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and
adopted.

the report

Council’'s Request for Conference.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [8.33]: I move—

That the Assembly be requested to grant a
conference on their insisted-upon amendments,
and that the managers for the Council be
Hon. L, Craig, Hon. E, H. Angeloe and the
mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmitted fo the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 8.35 am.
to 4.20 p.m.

BILL—TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.
Conference Managers' Report.

THE HONORARY MINISTER. (Hou. E.
H. Gray—West) [4.20]: I desire to report
that the Managers met in conference and ar-
rived at the following agreement:—

Clause 2.—Insert a new definition as fol-
lows :—*“Chief Inspector” means the Chief
Inspector of Factories appeinted under the
Factories and Shops Aet, 1920.

Clause 8.—Add after the word “Minister”
as suggested in the amendment the words
“or the Chief Inspector,” in line 42 of
page 6.

Coosequential amendments as above to be
placed in lines 4, 20, and 25 of page 7.
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In line 39, page 7, after the word “warned”
add the words “in writing by the Minister or
the Chicf Inspeetor.”

Clause 8—Page 7, line 9, after the word
“hefore” add the words “the date of”

Clause 24 of the Bill has been deleted
thus making the Act permanent.

Schedule.—Add the following items to the
Schedule “Clothing and materials for cloth-
ing made whelly or mainly of wool.”

Report adopted, and a message aecord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—PEARLING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.
Conference Managers’ Report.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.25]: I desire to report
that the managers representing this House
and another place met in conference and
failed to arrive at an agreement.

Report adopted and a message aceordingly
returned to the Assembly.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
report that the managers representing this
House and the managers of another place
met in conference and arrived at the Follow-
ing agreement:—

No. 1.—Clause 2: The
agreed to:—

Insert a further sub-paragraph after
the words “who is” at the end of para-
graph (b) of the definition of “Native”
in Clause 2 of the Bill:—

(1.} A quadroon under twenty-one years
of age who neither associates with
nor lives substantially after the
manner of the class of persons
mentioned in paragraph {a) in
this definition unless such gquad-
roon is ordered by a magistrate to
he classed as a native under this
Act,

No. 2—Clause 2:
agreed to:—

Strike out sub-paragraph (ii} of para-
graph (b) of the definition in Clause 2 of
the Bill and substitute the following:—

(i1) “A person of less than gquadroon
blood whoe was born prior to the

following was

The following was
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313t day of December, 1930, unless
such person expressly applies to
be brought under this Act the Min-
ister consents”

No. 3—Clanse 5: The following amend-
ment was agreed to, pamely that the pro-
posed new provise inserted by the Legisla-
tive Assembly to subseetion 1. of proposed
new section 3A be not insisted on.

No. 4—Clanse 3: The managers disagreerd
to the amendment striking out subsection 2
of proposed new Section .-JA but avreed on
the following amendment —

After the word “person” insert the
words “who was born prior to the 3lst
day of December, 1936, and who is”

No. 5.—Clause 6: The managers agreed to
the amendment.

No. 7.—Clause 11: The managers agreed
that the amendinent be not insisted on.

No. 8—Clause 12: The managers resolved
that the amendment be not agreed to but
that the following amendment be agreed
to: In paragraph (b) of proposed new
seetion 15A (Clanse 12) strike out the words
“yse such force as may be necessary to” and
gubstitute the words “use such means as
may bhe necessary to.”

No. 9.—Clause 13: The managers dis-
agreed to the insertion of the word “sixteen”
for the word “twenty-one” in line 23 and
agreed that the word “twenty-one” stand as
printed.

No. 10.—Clause 13: The managers dis-
agreed with the Assembly’s amendment
striking out paragraph (e) of the Claunse
and agreed to the paragraph (e} as
printed. The managers agreed to the in-
sertion of a further paragraph at the end
of Clause 13 as follows:—(d) By adding
a further subsection as follows:— (3) every
agreement or permit and agvecment shall he
in aceordance with the preseribed form.

No. 16.—Clause 16: The managers dis-
agreed to the amendment and agreed that
the proviso should stand as printed.

Ne¢. 17.—Clause 17: The managers dis-
agreed to the amendment and agreed that
the proviso stand as printed.

No. 18.—Clanse 21: The managers agreed
to the amendments to sub-seetion (2) of
proposed new section 33A.

No. 20—Clause 21: The managers dis-
agreed with the amendments proposed and
agreed to the following amendments:—In
paragraph (a) of sub-seetion (I) of pro-
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posed new scetion 33B strike ouf the words
“who is not otberwise insured and kept in-
sured to the satistaction of the Commissioner
against sickness or accident.”

No. 21.—In paragraph (b) of the same
sub-section strike out the word “indigent.”

No. 22, —Clause 21. The managers dis-
agreed with the amendment and agreed on
the following amendment:—In sub-scetion
(3) of proposed new section 33B, page 10,
line 4, strike out all words affer the word
*possible” and add the following :—(a) pro-
vide free transport for the native and send
him to the nearest and most accessible hospi-
tal, or (b) at the option of a protector
provide free transport for the native to the
protector and thenee provide free transport
for the native to the nearest and most ac-
cessible hospital.

No. 23.—Clause 22: The managers dis-
agreed with the amendment and agreed to
the following amendment:—In paragraph
(b} of the clause insert after the word
“child” in line 35 the words “not exeeeding
six monthg in the case of the child.”

No., 24¢.—Clanse 25: The managers dis-
agreed with the amendments of the Assembly
striking out paragraph (d) of subseection
{2) of proposed new seetion 42, and agreed
that the paragraph should stand as printed,
and to the insertion of a proviso at the end
of sub-section (2) as follows:—Provided
that any native who is aggrieved on ae-
count of any objection by the Commissioner
under this section may appeal to a magis-
trate in the magisterial district in which he
resides. Such appeal shall be in accordance

with the regulations, which may preseribe the

time for appealing and the procedure to be
followed.

No. 26.—Clause 26: The managers agreed
to the Assembly’s amendments of the pwro-
posed new suh-section {1} of Section 43 and
further agreed to the insertion of a further
sub-section after the new suh-section (2)
proposed to section 43:—(3) All offences
under this section shall he tried and deter-
mined by a resident magistrate.

The managers disagreed with the As-
sembly’s amendment striking out sub-seetion
(2) of Section 43 of the prineipal Aect.

No. 28.—Clanse 28: The managers agreed
to the Assembly’s amendment.

No. 29.—Clause 30: The managers agreed
to the Assembly’s amendment.
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No. 30.—Clause 31: The managers dis-
agreed with the Assembly’s amendment, bnt
agreed to the following amendment:—

In paragraph (¢) of sub-section (2) of
proposed new Section 59 (D) strike out the
word “may” and substitute the following
“shall if practicable.”

No. 35—Proposed new clause H {A):
The managers disagreed with the Assembly’s
amendment.

Report adopted and a message aceordingly
returned to the Council.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from fhe Assembly received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the Con-
ference Managers' report.

BILL—TRADE DESCRIFPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly’s Further Messaga.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed fo the
Conference Managers’' report.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

His Excellency the Lient.-Governor en-
tered “the Chamher at 4.50 p.m., and com-
manded the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly, who accordingly ar-
rived with their Speaker.

Mr. Speaker presented the Appropriation
Bill, to which His Excellency assented.

His Excellency also gave assent to the fol-
lewing Bills, it addition to Rills previously
assented to:—

Forests Act Amendment Continuance.

Financial Emergency Act Continuance.

Guildford Cemeteries.

Western Australian Bush Nursing Trust.

Dividend Duties Act Amendment.

Boal Licensing Act Amendment.

Industries Assistanee Aet Continnange.

T.oan, £3,212,000.

Federal Aid Roads Agreement.

Pensioners (Rates Exemption)

Amendment,
Road Closure.
Reserves.

Act
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Financial Emevgeney Tax,

Mortgnzees’ Rights Restrietion Act Con-
tinuance.

Northam Municipal Council Validation.

Federal Aid Roads (New  Agrcement
Authorisation).

lotteries (Contral) Aet Amendment.

Petroleum,

Financial Emergency Tax Assessment Act
Amendment.

Distress for Rent Abolition.

Gieraldton Heaith Authority Loan.

Dairy Produets Marketing Regulation
Amendment.

Purchasers’ Protection Aet Amendment.

Trade Deseriptions and False Advertise-
ments,

Ahorigines Aet Amendment.

His Excellency thereupon withdrow from

the Chamber,

ABDICATION OF KING EDWARD VIII.

Messuge from the Secretury of State for
the Dominions.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W,
H. Kitson—Waest) [5.2]: 1 beg to announce
that I have received a message from the
Seeretary of State for -the Dominions re-
garding the abdication of His Majesty the
King, which message I shail lay on the
Table of the House; but before deing so I
request you, Mr. President, to read it to the
House.

The PRESIDENT: The following cable
message has been veeeived by His Excellency
the Lieatenant-Governor, Sir James Mitchell,
under date the 10th December, 1936, from
the Seeretary of State for the Colonies:—

After long and anxious consideration I have
determined to renounce the Throne to which I
succeeded on the death of my father, and I am
now communicating this, my final and irrevo-
cable deecision. Realising as I do the gravity of
this step, I can only hope I shall have the
understanding of my people in the decision I
have taken and the reusons which have ied me
io take it.

I will nut enter now into my private feelings,
bat I would say that it ghould be remicimbered
that the burden which constantly rests upon the
shoulders of a. sovereign is so heavy that it ean
only be horne in circumstances different from
those in which I now find myself.

I coneeive that I am not overlooking the
duties of a sovereign that rest wpon me, bnt
place in the forefront the publie interest when
I Qeclare that T am conscions that T can no
longer discharge this hcavy rask with efficiency
ot satisfaction to myself. I have aceordingly
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this morning executed an instrument of adbica-
tion in the terms following:—

I, Edward VIIIL, of Great Britain, Ireland
and British Dominions Beyond the Seas, King-
Emperor of India, do hereby declare my irrevo-
cable determination to renounce the Throne for
myself and for my descendants, and I desire
that effect be given to this instrument of abdi-
cation immediately whereto I have hereunder
set my hand, this Tenth day of December, Nine-
teen Hundred and ‘Thirty-sixz, in the presence of
witnesses who are subseribed. Signed, Edward

My execution of this instrument has been wit-
nessed by my brothers, Their Royal Highnesses
the Duke of York, the Duke of Gloucester and
the Duke of Kent.

I deeply appreciate the spirit which has
actuated the appeals made to me to take a dif-
ferent decision, and I have, before reaching my
final determination, fully pondered over them,
but my mind is made up.

Moreover, further delzy cannot but be most
injuricus to the peoples whom I have tried to
serve 23 Prinee of Wales and as King, and
whose future happiness and prosperity are the
constant wish of my heart.

I take leave of them in the confident hope
that the course whieh I have thought it right
to follow is that which ia best for the stability
of ‘the Throne and the Empire, and the happi-
ness of my peoples. I am deeply sensible of the

. consideration which they have always extended
to me both before and after my accession to the
Throne, and which I know they will extend in
full measure to my suceeasor.

I am most anxicus that there should be no
delay of any kind in giving effect to the instru-
ment which I have executed, and that all neces-
sary steps should be taken immediately to secure
that my lawful suecessor, my brother, His
Royal Highness the Duke of York, should as-
cend the Throne.—Edward R.I.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.

Complimentary Eemarks.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [5.8]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed by the President.
This will he the last occasion on which we
shall meet this session, and it is vow my
privilege to convey to yvou, Mr. President, on
behalf of myself and members of this
Chamber, our appreciation of the eourtesy
and consideration yon have extended to us
in the discharge of the duties of your
honcured office. We realise how much we
are indebted to vou for the maintenance of
that tradition of harmony that invariably
characterises the conduet of this Chamber,
and it is the sincere desire of every member
that you may long be spared to preside over
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the deliberations of this House. We are also
indebted to the Chairman of Commitiees
and to his deputies, and I would express the
thanks of hon. members and of myself to
them for their courtesy and the willing
manner in which they have conducted the
Comimittee work, I should also like to ex-
press our appreciation of the efficiency -of
the Clerk of Parliaments and the Usher of
the Black Rod. I wish, on behalf of mem-
bers, to thank the Chief “Hansard” Reporter
and his staff for the very aecurate and help-
ful manner in which they bave performed
their task, and I would gratefully remark on
the ready assistance and courtesy extended
to us by the other oflicers and staff down to
the messenger boys. Finally, I wonld like
to express my very deep appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration that hon. mem-
bers have accorded me during my first
session as Leader of the House. Particularly
would I remark on the last two or three
weelks which have been exceedingly strenu-
ous, but which bave been made much easier
by the very willing way in whick members
have met my desires. My predecessor and
old chief, Mr. Drew, set a very high stand-
ard in exercising the very arduons duties
that the leader of the House is ealled upon
to perform. It has been my constant endeav-
our to live up to that standard, and in at-
tempting to attain that end, I have been
fortified by the sympathetic support ex-
tended to me by members of the House dur-
ing the period of my leadership. To one
and all T extend my best wishes for health
and prosperity during the ensuring year.

HON. O. F. BAXTER (East) [5.12]: I

wish ta reciprocate the remarks of
the Chief Seeretarv. This session and
partienlarly the last 24 hours have
been noticeable for the very even

tenor that has marked the transaction of the
business of the House. Every member has
applied himself to the task and that task
has been to mould legisiation in such a
manner as to be beneficial to the whole of
the people of the State. To you, Mr. Presi-

" dent, we owe mueh. As usual you have dis-

played great patience, which I personally
appreciate, probably not having deserved it
all. I have to thank you also for the very
able assistance and advice you have always
so readily given. This has heen character-
istic of you during vour Presidency over
many vears, which I hope will be continued
for many sessions to come. We are very
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fortunate in having so able and so kindly-
disposed a President to rule over us. 1 wish
to congratulate the Chief Secretary beartily
or the very able manner in which be has
carried out his duties during the session. He
has referred to the lead that Mr. Drew has
given, and with his remarks I fully agrec.
My. Drew has heen a remarkable leader and
all who follow him and even members of ‘he
Chamber may fake pattern from him. The
Chief Sceretary has ably followed Mr.
Drew’s lead, and has not only dome credit
to himself but has gained the respect of
every member for the kindly manner in
which he has discharged his all too arduouns
duties. To the Acting Clerk of Parliamenis
I wish to extend my thanks for the very
many privileges he has conferved upon me.
His advice has been exceedingly wvaluable,
and he has proved most diligent nand
thorough in discharging his duties, Ha is
following in the footsteps of a man who
must be very diffieult to foliow, thai very
able, generous and kindly old gentleman,
Mr, Grant, whom we all miss so much. I
congratulate Mr. Leake on so ably following
in Mr. Grant’s footsteps. Mr. Sparks, as
Acting Usher of the Black Rod, has excelled
himself in that pesition, and we appreciate
tho fact that he has bent himself to the task
with no small snccess. As I have been able
to say during the long term of years [ have
been a member of this House; so T am able
to say once more the same old words of eon-
gratulation to the “Hansard” staff. To me
their work is still a puzzle from the stand-
point that when I receive the proofs of my
speeches there are so few corrections to
make. T think they must be super men to
follow me as they do, and very often I foel
that they have done more justice to my
specches than I myself have done. I appre-
ciate the many kindnesses I have received
from that quarter. Perhaps I shounld apolo-
gise to our old friend, the Chairman of
Committees, for not having addressed my
remarks to him earlier. To him our heartfelt
thanks are due to the manner of his work,
and I personally thank him for his great
courtesy to me. It seems like a waste of
words to speak of that, becanse ke has
always proved so thorough in that pesiticn.
1 hope that Mr. Cornell may long be spaved
te grace the position. If for any reason he
left it, we should feel the loss keeniy. Tha
temporary Chairmen of Committees have
done exceedingly well while occupying the
Chair, and if the services of one of them
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were necessary to fill the higher position, we
need have no fear for the result. Other'
officers as usual have heen attentive and
courteous, and at all times have been willing
to go out of their way to attend on members
and make things as pleasant as possible for
us ir the discharge of our duties. I hope
that the New Year will be a bright one for
every member, that each will erjoy good
health and that all will meet again in bright
spirits and in the best of health to start
anothey segsion, To you, Mr. President, to
the Chief Secretary and officers of the
House, I offer the hest wishes for a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.18}:
Onee  again it s my privilege to
veturn  thanks for the kindly re-

cognition of my work in the eapacity of
Chairman of Commitiees. This session there
have heen some changes from the general
run of business in this House. May I per-
sonally thank you, Mr. President, both as a
triend and a c¢olleague for the valuable as-
sistance you have rendered me as Chairman
of Committees. I wish also to thank my
deputies for their help. As temporary
Chairmen of Committees they have been
weighed in the balanee, but not found want-
ing; they have made good. The most pleas-
ing feature of this session has been the pro-
motion of Mr. Kitson to the leadership of
the House. He has demonstrated that a
good sergeant-major can make an exeellent,
considerate and competent company com-
mander, capable of showing all that regard
to members for which we look Ffrom thé
Leader of the House. Mr, Kitson has more
than realised the expectations of members.
and has pulled more than his full weight in
the capacity of Leader. May I say the
same of his sergeant-major, the Honorary
Mintster, who with his limited experience in
his new office has certainly made good. He,
too, possesses the eharacteristies of a com-
mander. I regret that Mr. Grant is no
longer with us in the flesh though he ig still
with us in the spirit. The most congenial
part of my work as Chairman was when I
sat between our two humourists, Mr. Grant,
as Clerk of Parliaments, and Mr, Leake as
his Assistant. Although Y have lost my
right-hand supporter of old, my lefi-hand
supporter has become my right-hand sup-
port. What can be said of the Chicf See-
retary making good can also be said of Mr.



2612

Leake. No man is more proud of the man-
ner in which My, Leake has discharged lus
duties as Clerk of the House and of Parlia-
ment than that amiable and estimable gentle-
man whose place be has taken. I thank all
the officers and employees of the House for
their loyal serviece. In my long association
with Parliament I have received nothing but
cousideration and pgood service from the
officers generally and every employee of
Parliament, In that [ inelude the members
of the “Hansard” staft. From them we
do not want justice; we want mercy, and [
think they give us that on every oceasion.
The help given to members, partieularly to-
wards the end of the session, by the officers
of the Crown Law Department, is appre-
ciated by us all. They are a necessary ad-
junct to this institution. There is one re-
mark I appreciate particularly from Mr.
Baxter, namely that £ might have a long
life. I hope I shall live up to that expeeta-
tion.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.24]:
As an old member of the House I join in
the expressions of goodwill towards you,
Mr. President, for the coming yecar. We
thank you for the encrgy with which you
have thrown yourself into the work of this
House, for the kindness you have displayed
to us all, and for your guidance throughout
the session. I feel that we owe you a great
deal for these and other considerations, To-
wards you there is a feeling of goodwill
throughout the Chamber, and this has been
evidenced all through the session. From the
Chief Seerctary we have received the great-
est courtesy, as well as from the Ilonorary
Minister. To both Ministers we convey our
warmest expressions of goodwill. These
good wishes are also extended to the Chair-
men of Committees. We recognise that a
heavy burden has heen placed upon those
three gentlemen during the session. To all
members of the ITouse I tender my thanks
for many kindnesses and courtesies. I also
desire to welcome to the House the several
new members, They are all workers, and 1
congratulate them on their election. The
House has certainly gained by their entry
into the debates of this Chamber. I wish
fo express the deep econcern we felt during
the statement you read to us a little while
ago, Mr, President. A few short months
since, we all swore allegiance to our new
King, but within the last half-hour we have
received a message which I feel has caused
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grief to us all. I sincerely hope that in
His Majesty’s sueeessor we shall find one
who will be as able and as much loved as
his father was before him. We all looked
forward to Edward VIIT's reign and to ls
being the greatest King the British Com-
inonwealth had ever known, I know I am
expressing the regref of every member in
the unfortunate circumstaneces that have
avisen, which civeumstances have caused our
King to toke the course he has dome. I
thank members of the “Hansard” staff, the
Clerk and Usher of the Black Rod, and all
associated with the carrying out of the work
of this Chamber. I wish you, Sir, Ministers,
and all members a happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

THE PRESIDENT [5.29]: I appreeciate
greatly the many kind and generous remarks
that have been made coneerning myself. I am
sure the remarks about the officers of the
House, the staff generally and “Hansard”
are very much appreciated. Knowing them as
T do, the eulogistie references to the officers
were I think, thoroughly deserved. I can
carnestly say that whatever portion of the
kindly words that have been said about e
[ may be worthy of, is due entirely to the
assistanee of others in this Chamber. I[% is
due to the unfailing courtesy and kindness
of members, to their consideration towards
me, to their desire to assist me and never
to hinder. It is also due especially to the
Chief Secretary and the Honorary Minister,
as well as to the wonderful help I have re-
ceived from ibe Chairman of Committees,
Mr. Cornell, and his Deputy Chairmen, Mr.
Niecholson, Mr. Hamersley and Mr. Fraser.
It'is due also to a greaf extent to the officers
at the Table of the House. Those officers
are worthy of congratulation inasmuch as
it is the frst session in which they have
carried out their present duties, and, at any
rate during the last couple of days, those
duties have been particularly difficult and
onerous and have heen associated with prob-
lems that were not easy to solve. I heartily
endorse the congratulatory remarks that
have been made conecrning the two Ministers
in this House, and wish them the compli-
ments of the season. T reciproeate al]l the
good wishes that have been expressed for the
coming year, and my hopes for them and
for Western Australia are that the New
Year will bring a prosperous time for all.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.32 (Friday) p.m.



